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PREFACE. 



In offering this unpretending little volume 
of Addresses for the kind reception of 
those interested in the blessed work of 
Sunday-school instruction, the writer feels 
it due to state the reasons that have led 
him to venture to publish them. He has 
felt for a long time the want of such a 
help for himself when preparing for his 
Sunday teaching, supplying materials, 
ready for use, a want that must be more 
largely experienced by those who have 
even less time than he has for such prepa- 
ration, and he desires by this means to 
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help to supply in a small degree this need 
by publishing these Addresses just as he 
delivered them in his own Sunday-school 
during the year 1857. 

He feels encouraged to do so by the 
reflection that they are not likely to meet 
any unfriendly eye, but will only be 
sought for by Christian teachers, whose 
kindness will overlook their many imper- 
fections, and who will accept them as the 
contribution of a fellow-labourer to the 
cause of Sunday-schools, which he and 
they have so warmly at heart. 

He trusts it may also be found useful 
as a Reward or Gift-book for the young ; 
and if he may but be permitted to hope 
that one child shall have been led to 
serious thought by any word that he may 
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speak by its means, he will feel himself 
amply repaid for the pleasing labour he 
has bestowed upon them in their prepara- 
tion, and will with a grateful heart give 
to God (who qlone can give power to 
words so feebly spoken) all the praise. 



T. R S. 



Kennington, 

March, 1858. 



INTRODUCTION. 



It is with much pleasure that I comply . 
with the request to write a few words of 
introduction to the following Addresses. 
They were delivered on monthly occa- 
sions to one of the Sunday-schools con- 
nected with my church, by my valued 
friend, Mr. T. P. Shipp, the superin- 
tendent, and were listened to with equal 
delight and instruction. They now come 
forth as an instance, not only of my dear 
friend's zeal in that line of Christian 
ministration to which Providence has 
called him, but (what he would not think 
of saying himself) of that affection which 
at once binds together in Christian fel- 
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lowship the hearts of his co-workers and 
of their children, and encourages him in 
these and other kindred operations of 
usefulness. 

It will be seen in these Addresses that 
the writer has recognized that the main 
object of all Christian teaching, and, con- 
sequently, of Sunday-school teaching in 
particular, is to turn life to the greatest 
account. Time is the material of which 
life is made. One-seventh part of time, 
one-seventh part of the Christian's life 
here on earth, is to be put out to an 
interest, which shall have its enriching and 
prospering influence upon the whole of 
life, both in the working time of earth 
and in the sabbatism of heaven. Our 
great business, the main " charge " which 
we " have," is to " glorify God." Our 
God is a gracious Father, who has impli- 
cated the cause of his own glory with 
that of our highest interests, who founds 
one claim on his creatures* love in rescu- 
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ing sinners from endless misery, in bring- 
ing them home to the embrace of pitying 
and pardoning mercy, in making them 
children of God and co-heirs with God's 
dear Son. 

Men of the world will smile at these 
things ; Neologian minds will follow 
some ignis fatuus of their own imagin- 
ings, and pervert the Scriptures of God 
so as to uphold the reasonings of a false 
philanthropy; and scorners will mock at 
them ; but the docile mind of childhood 
receives God's truths as it hears them ; 
and he who, like the author of these 
Addresses, seeks to set forth to young 
immortal beings the exceeding love of 
Christ in dying for their salvation, and 
of God the Father in sending that 
Divine Son for such a wondrous purpose, 
and the Holy Spirit's love in calling 
these young hearts to an acknowledg- 
ment of these happy truths, such a 
friend to his young fellows of humanity 



XVI INTRDOUCTION. 

is one whose efforts demand the encou- 
ragement and call forth the prayers of 
pastors who hail such helpers, and of 
Christian friends who pray that our 
children may be taught of the Lord, and 
grow up living and precious stones in 
the Church of Christ. 

CHARLTON LANE, M.A., 

Incumbent of Kennington^ Surrey, 



SUNDAY-SCHOOL ADDRESSES. 



THE LITTLE CHILD. 

Matt. xvin. 3. 

" Except ye be converted^ and become as little 
children^ ye shall not enter into the king' 
dom of heaven^ 

My dear TOtJNG Friends, — ^It must have 
been a lovely sight to have seen the blessed 
Jesus 1,800 years ago, surrounded by bands 
of little wondering and loving children, — 
children of whom we hear it said, " He took 
them up in his arms, put his hands upon 
them, and blessed them." There must have 
been something peculiarly attracting and 
winning in his manner towards them to have 
caused them to love Him so much. It was 

Of B 
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because He always had a kind look for them, 
a look intended purposely for children. Yes, 
we know that that eye of His, which was so 
seldom closed in sleep, and so often dimmed 
with tears at the sad sights of sin and suffer- 
ing that everywhere met his gaze, would 
always turn with pleasure and refreshment 
towards the "little ones" who grouped around 
Him, and He would give them such a look of 
sweetness and affection, which those who saw 
it never would forget. No wonder your little 
hymn teaches you to sing — 

** I wish that His hands had been placed on my head. 
That His arm had been thrown around me, 
And that I might have seen His kind look, when He 
said, 
* Let the little ones come .unto Me ! * " 

In the narrative before us we have an 
account of one of the most powerful sermons 
that Jesus ever preached, and yet one so 
simple that all could understand. He took 
for his text a little child, and in the simplest 
manner He taught them some of the very 
best lessons that you and I can ever hope to 
learn. Let us try and learn some of them 
to-day. My intention is to take a peep into 
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fthe history of a littlB child, to see some of its 
characteristics, and to notice how it behaves 
to its earthly parents and friends, and to show 
you that some of the dispositions of a good 
child towards an earthly parent are such as 
Jesus would bid us exercise towards our 
Heavenly Father — ^towards that best Friend, 
who loves and cares for little children. 
^' Jesus took a little child, and set him in the 
midst of them.** 

We are not told the age of the child, nor 
the name of the child; we are simply 
told it was a ''litOe child." Yet I think 
of one thing we may be certain, although 
we are not told it, and that is that it 
must have been a good child, for of none 
other would Jesus have said, " Except ye be 
converted, and become as little children, ye 
shall not enter into the kingdom of heaven.** 
Before we look into the life of a little child, 
and notice some of the marks that make a 
child lovely, and an example worth following, 
let me ask your attention to a very important 
word in our text. It is the word '^ converted." 
Without this, no use our becoming like little 
children, no use being amiable, kind, lovely in 

B 2 
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the sight of man, for ^^ except ye become 
converted, ye shall in nowise enter into the 
kingdom of heaven." What does this word 
** converted " signify ? Conversion means the 
turning, or total change of a sinner from his 
sins unto God. Loving what you once 
hated, hating what you once loved ; it means, 
a new heart, a new spirit, new fears, new 
desires, new hopes. It means coming unto 
God. But God must draw you, for we are told 
that no man can come unto Jesus except the 
Father draw him.* Oh ! my dear young friends, 
have you felt any of these drawings of grace, 
and have you yielded to them ? Has the eye 
of God ever seen you pleading for the for- 
giveness of your sins ? Has the tear ever 
started to your eye, as you have thought 
of your sins, and of the purity and holiness 
of God ? Can you really hope that your sins 
are washed away by the blood of Jesus — ^that 
your hearts are sprinkled with the cleansing 
of the Holy Spirit ? Oh I nothing short of 
this is conversion; and you have heard the 
words of the truthful Saviour, " £zcept ye 
be converted, and become as little children, 

* John yi. 4A. 
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ye shall not enter into the kingdom of 
heaven." 

I will pass over two important features in 
the life of a good child, — viz., ohedience to its 
parents' word and will, and its being the age 
in which to learn, in order to give myself 
time to notice other characteristics, and to 
learn other lessons which I think Jesus in- 
tended to teach on this occasion. The chief 
lesson our blessed Saviour intended to teach 
was, I believe, the lesson of humility. The 
disciples had been disputing among them- 
selves who of them should be the greatest. 
Our Saviour set a little child in the midst of 
them, to correct their pride. Remember, the 
only perfect example of humility was the 
Saviour himself. He bids you imitate Him. 
Tou may recollect his words: *' Learn of 
me," saith the Saviour, '* for I am meek and 
lowly in heart." How true this was the case 
we all gratefully believe. 

Let the first lesson you learn be this : Bjb 
HT7MBLE. Oh, what an ornament is humility ; 
and what so humble as a good little child 1 I 
would that all Sunday-scholars would seek to 
possess this ornament of priceless worth. 

B 3 
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Let those who are engaged as missionary col- 
lectors especially seek to attain it. Blessed 
be Gody there are some in our Sunday-schools 
whom we should all gladly learn to imitate in 
this respect-— children who are lowly in 
thoughts of themselves, meek, modest, hum- 
ble. May Grod grant that the number may 
be largely increased, so that each one of us 
may think less of himself and more of Jesus ; 
more of the greatness of our sins, and the 
greatness of the love that pardons them ; more 
of Jesus, that perfect pattern of humility, 
^^ who did humble himself even to the death 
of the cross for us, once miserable, proud, and 
rebellious sinners."* 

Another characteristic peculiar to child- 
hood is siMPLioiTY, and I cannot separate this 
from auiLELESSNESS. Although we know from 
our Bible that ** folly,** that is, sin, '< is bound 
up in the heart even of a child," yet compar- 
ing a child with a man, the child is compara" 
Hvely innocent. ''He is fresh from his 
Maker's hands." The grown-up man has to 
look back upon many years misspent, the 
child rather looks forward, hoping for years 

• Phil, ii 8. 
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of usefulness. His artless ways, and his 
ignorance of worldly crait, are a lesson of that 
simplicity and freedom from guile which 
should mark the Christian child. Pure as 
yet from all grosser sins, with a conscience 
so tender as to be uneasy at sins which too 
soon are lightly thought of, — such should the 
Christian child be. Children, pray continu- 
ally to God to keep you thus simple. I know 
that some will tempt our elder girls to lay 
aside this beautiful robe of simplicity, — ^to 
exchange the innocency and modesty of girl- 
hood for the independent boldness of the 
young woman. Some, too, will tempt our 
boys to exchange the frankness and the open 
simpleheartedness of boyhood for the less 
noble, less innocent, but, as they term it, more 
manly independence of the young man ; but, 
oh, if simplicity, if innocency of life - and 
conversation be considered childish, may God 
keep you childish all the days of your life. 
*' Jesus took a little child, and set him in the 
midst of them," to teach a lesson of sm* 
plicity, 

I stop not now to speak of dependance^ as 
a strong characteristic of a child, and to 
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teach 70U to depend upon God jour heavenly 
Father, and to acknowledge your dependance 
upon Him for everything you possess. I, 
therefore, notice, thirdly. That stbonq affec- 
tion AND trustfulness are distinguishing 
marks of children. I do not mean hy this to say 
that these are confined to children, but simply 
this, that in childhood this affection is pure, 
strong, and unsuspecting. I will try and explain 
to you what I mean. Only show a child that 
you are interested in him, that you care for 
him, and at once he trusts, believes, and loves 
you. There is no suspicion that you may 
not be sincere, that he may be deceived by 
you. He is no sceptic in his love ; his affec- 
tion has not been chilled by deceit, or injured 
by disappointment. Only take his hand in 
yours, and who does not know, who has not 
ielt that gentle pressure of the hand in re- 
turn — ^that magnetic influence which shows 
that you possess his heart's affections ; and as 
you bend a listening ear to him, he wiU teU 
you all his troubles, triab, and joys, with 
entire childlike confidence and affection. 

Dear children, this is just the lesson Jesus 
would teach you from our text, with reference 
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to Himself. He wishes you to trust Him, to 
believe Him, to love Him, to go to Him in 
prayer, to tell Him all your trials, troubles, 
crosses, sins; to conceal nothing from Him, 
but 'Ho love Him with all your heart, with all 
your mind, with all your soul, and with all 
your strength 5 '* and whilst I would rejoice to 
see you love your earthly parents, to cherish 
them, and to enjoy the friendship of an earthly 
friend, I would more earnestly beg of you to 
give your best, your holiest affection to your 
Heavenly Parent, — to that best Friend who 
will never deceive, or disappoint, or forsake ; 
who has promised to be '^a father to the 
fatherless, even God in his holy habitation." 
I have only time to notice one other charac- 
teristic of childhood, and that is ghbbbfulness. 
There is a time for everything, — a time to 
laugh, — and childhood is the time for it. I 
often tell you I like to hear your merry laugh, 
to see your blithesome merriment ; nor would 
I willingly check it ; or if I did, the only 
check I would put upon it would be, that your 
sport should be innocent, and indulged at the 
proper time. I would rather help to make 
you happy, for I know, as your teacher also 
Jcnows, that all too soon will cares come 
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and change it ; but now you are cheerful, and 
your brow unclouded with care. But not so 
the grown-up person. You look some- 
times at father, and you see him anxious, 
careworn, silent. No merry laugh answers 
yours ; you look at him, and your own heart 
is so full of cheerfulness you cannot under- 
stand it. You turn to mother for a smile, 
but she, too, is silent, sorrowing, sad; you 
look- at her face, which is but too true an 
index of her heart within, and you see deep 
lines and furrows graven there, which you see 
not on your own unwrinkled face, and your 
childish heart cannot make it out ; but what- 
ever else it proves, it prove this, that childhood is 
undoubtedly the age of cheerfulness : and Jesus 
would teach us in this respect like children to 
be cheerful, but to be cheerful after a godly 
sort. But, oh I mydear children, never should 
another smile lighten up your countenance 
until your can feel that your sins "for Jesus' 
sake " are forgiven, but when once you have 
felt the predousness of his pardoning love, 
oh, then, let it have full power upon your 
soul, and be cheerful ; do not let your religion 
be called one of gloom, but try and enjoy the 
privileges that Christ's blood has purchased 
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for you, and when you go about your mis- 
sionary work, collecting in your class, or else- 
where, do it with an open countenance and 
a cheerful face, not as though you were 
ashamed of it, nor as though you were told to 
do it, but because you love to do it for Jesus' 
sake. We want some such collectors as these, 
happy faces from happy hearts, happy because 
adopted children of God. 

Beligion does not take away from you any 
of the innocent pleasures of life ; it rather 
adds to the number. The Christian child 
doing Christ's work should be happy, is the 
only child that should be happy, yea, is the 
only child that is really happy, whatever else 
you may think ; for wisdom's ways alone '^are 
ways of pleasantness, and all her paths are 
peace." 

And, if the Christian child is happy in 
life's duties, he is especially, and the only 
happy child in death, for he is then not 
leaving all he has loved in this world behind, 
but rather is going to be present with 
Him whom he has loved better than all the 
world beside. Yes, I could if I had time tell 
of deathbeds where cheerfulness has reigned 
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indeed, where a glorious sunlight has lighted 

up the darkened chamber, and a radiance of 

cheerfulness has darted from under those 

heavy ^eyelids of the little suffering Christian, 

telling of the happiness and contentment of 

that youthful soul, and proving the truth of 

those comforting lines, that 

** Jesus can make a dying bed 
Feel soft as downy pillows are." 

I must describe to you the last moments of 
a dear Sunday-scholar, as recorded by her 
faithful teacher, and when I have done so, let 
me ask you, could your teacher, as she stood 
by your bedside, say the same of you as 
this teacher did of her little scholar ? I 
have not time to tell you how good she was 
in life, but these were some of her last words. 
Turning to her sister, who was weeping at 
her bedside, at the prospect of losing her 
dying companion, she said, ^' Yes, this will be 
a trial for you, sister ; but God can support 
you. I am quite happy, Jesus is my refuge, 
I am going to be with Him." She seemed quite 
ready to depart, so happy that her sorrowing 
friends could not but brush away their tears, 
and say, '< Thanks be to God, who hath given 
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ber the victory through our Lord Jesus 
Christ." Yes, Jesus was her refuge. The 
expiring Christian> although but a child, lay 
in tranquillity (mark that, dear children; no 
anxious fears then). Her spirit was held in 
holy communion with heaven and heavenly 
things. She was leaning confidingly on Jesus; 
beneath her were the everlasting arms; all was 
hushed and still as she quietly and peacefully 
crossed the waters of Jordan, and passed from 
earth and all its cares to the bosom of her 
Saviour, to rest for ever. Children, could 
such be written, think you, concerning you ? 

Will you not say with me, earnestly, with 
a sincere desire that it may be so, " Let me die 
the death of the righteous, and let my last 
end be like hers"? This dearchild was, during 
life, all I have been describing. She was hum- 
ble, simple, affectionate, trustful in her reli- 
gion, and a sure consequence was, she was 
happy and cheerful in death. It only remains 
for me to ask, is your life such, or, if not, will 
you not let it be such ? I would point you, 
to-day, with all the earnestness of a sincere 
friend desiring your salvation, to Jesus, as to 
Him who alone can give you strength and 

c 
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grace to be such. I would hold Him np, my 
dearest Saviour, as the only perfect example 
to be imitated. I would bid you — yea» rather 
I would beseech you— cling to Him as your 
only hope for safety, to go to Him as your 
Mediator, to grasp the hand of mercy held out 
to you, to try to love Him fondly and faith- 
fully, to do what He wishes you to do cheer- 
fully, and then you may hope through His 
merits finally to be ^^ great in the kingdom of 
heaven," and there to add your voice in swell- 
ing that chorus which will continually be 
celebrated in heaven's courts : ^* Blessing, and 
glory, and wisdom, and thanksgiving, and 
honour, and power, and might be unto our 
God for ever and ever.* (Rev. vii. 12.) 



THE HEAVENLY RACE. 

1 Cor. tx. 24. 
" So run that ye may obtain.^ 

It has pleased God in his H0I7 Word, my 
dear young friendsi to teach us lessons of 
wisdom and instruction from things in life 
with which we are familiar, and to use figures 
or similes which we can well understand. 
Our subject to-day is one of these. St. Paul 
compares the Christian life to a race, the 
Christian to the racer. He represents Gk)d 
as the distributor of the prize, and true happi- 
ness and eternal glory as the prize itself. 
What I desire to do to-day is, to try in simple 
language to speak of this Christian race more 
at length, to notice some of the distinguishing 
marks of a good racer, some of the difficulties 
that beset his path, then some of the helps 
and encauroffemenis that God has provided 

c 2 
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for his assistance in running this race; to 
speak of some of the duties that belong to the 
racer, and then to speak of the prize itself, 
and invite you to enter your names on the 
list of racers at once, and, lastly, to apply the 
words of our text, ''So run that ye may 
obtain," 

St. Paul borrows this simile from the 
practices which were then very common with 
the Grecians, of celebrating certain games, 
which were principally triab of bodily strength 
or skill, and were attended by a vast number 
of people of all ranks. The prize that was 
contended for was a crown of leaves, with 
which the victor was crowned, and his name 
proclaimed aloud by heralds. There were 
judges also, appointed to decide on the merits 
of the candidates, and to see that the several 
games were conducted according to the rules 
laid down. 

The foot-race was one of the principal of 
these, and St Paul has in many places used it 
as an illustration of the Christian life. Let 
us use the illustration, and see what are some 
of the lessons it teaches. 

In the earthly race, I said there were cer* 
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tain laws that are laid down for the racers to 
observe. What, then, are the rides for the 
guidance of the Christian racer ? and where 
are they to be found ? 

Dear children, the Bible is the Christian's 
rule book, and if we follow the guidance of 
that, we shall be sure to obtain « the prize. 
There are rules for all stages of the race. I 
am told there, what I must do as a child, as a 
lad, as a youth, and as a man. If ever I am 
in doubt as to the course I should take, the 
Bible decides it for me. It leads me, it cheers 
me, it refreshes me, it upholds me. Other 
books may make people lawyers and doctors, 
and poets, and philosophers, but my Bible, 
and my Bible alone, teaches me how to run 
the heavenly race so as to obtain. Children, 
would you run this heavenly race, would yon 
strive after this heavenly prize ? Learn, then, 
from your Bible the rules. 

And then the Bible not only contains rules, 
but it is a sure and certain guide. It tells 
you what to do, and what you should not do ; 
it gives directions. I will just notice one or 
two of these to encourage yon to read for 
yourselves. One thing it says is, ^^ Remove 

3 
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from you everything that is likely to hinder 
you in the race," that is, "stabt "well.'* 
" Wherefore seeing we also are compassed 
about with so great a cloud of witnesses, let us 
lay aside every weight, and the sin which 
doth so easily beset us, and let us run with 
patience the race that is set before us."* It is 
all-important, then, that you start well. 

Dear children, you are young in life. We 
wish you to run this heavenly race; we refer 
you to your guide-book, whose first direction 
is, Start well. Nothing can be more important 
than that you should set out with right prin- 
ciples, right hopes, right aims, and in a right 
direction. This is what we wish for you; 
but the wishes and expectations of your 
friends are only like the cheers which greet 
the racer as he passes by. They cannot carry 
you one foot on your way towards the prize. 
Enter your names, then, at once, as candidates 
for the heavenly prize. There are difficulties 
in the way I know, and these I will speak of 
presently; but declare your willingness to 
run this race, have full confidence in the 
gracious Judge who has promised to give a 

• Hebrews xii. 1. 
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crown of glory to those who finish their course 
with faithfulness. Yes, go to Him himself 
by prayer, tell Him your desire to run this 
race, and He will not reject you ; ask Him 
and He will help you to lay aside every weight, 
the sin that doth so easily beset you, and He 
will enable you to run with patience the race 
set before you. 

Another direction is. Keep in the coitrse 

MASKED OUT FOR YOU BY GOD HIMSELF ; 

that is, do not get out of the course intended 
for those who wish to obtain the heavenly 
prize, ** Turn not to the right hand, nor to the 
left, that thou mayest prosper whithersoever 
thou goest." * I call your attention to this 
because this world is the great course on 
which this race is to be run, and there are 
two courses, one with crowds of racers, the 
other, little trodden, — the one, a broad road, 
the other a narrow, and I fear you may 
be tempted, seeing the vast numbers in 
the broad road, to run with them, but, oh ! 
look again to your guide-book. It tells 
you, "Their end is destruction;** no crown 
of glory awaits them ; the crown they seek 
will crumble into dust the moment they 

* Joshua i. 7. 
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attempt to grasp it. Listen to that voice from 
heaven that speaks within yoa ; yield to that 
hand leading you into the narrow path ; see 
it pointing you to the guide-post which says, 
^^ This is the way : walk ye in it ; the end is 
eternal life." But I pass on now to notice 
three distinguishing marks of a good racer^ 
and each of them excellent qualifications for 
juvenile missionary collectors. I find them 
all mentioned in my guide-book. 

The first I notice is 

Eabnestness. This you will find taught in 
Galatians, 4th chap., 18th verse. It is also 
taught us in the history of the racer. Ima- 
gine you see a racer. How earnestly he is 
pursuing his course; no difiGLculties seem to 
deter him, nothing dse occupies his mind, he 
presses forward ; and, dear children, so must 
you, if you would obtain the heavenly prize. 
But whence is earnestness to be derived ? 
From Jesus himself, by continual visits to the 
throne of grace. He is the source of true 
spiritual earnestness, and He alone can main* 
tain it for us. We have no store of life 
within ourselves ; if we would be thoroughly 
in earnest in our religion (and God will not 
accept anything short of this), we must do aa 
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tlie New Zealand chief told one of our mis- 
sionaries he did, ^* take often a yery long and 
stedfast look at Jesus." We must drink 
deeply of His spirit, whose life was one 
earnest endeavour to do good, or else we shall 
find our earnestness become feeble, languid, 
and at last die awaj altogether. We must 
adopt the motto of that Christian racer Saint 
Paul, '* This one thing I do : forgetting those 
things that are behind, I press forward." 

Dear young friends, jou who collect for 
juvenile missionary associations, are you 
earnest collectors ? Are your hearts engaged 
in the work ? For there's no real earnestness 
where there is no heart's affection. Have you 
met with disappointments in collecting, and 
have you therefore given it up ? If so, do 
you not lack earnestness ? Learn, then, from 
the simile of the racer to be in earnest. Let no 
difficulties discourage you, let no refusals dis- 
appoint you, but work on while it is day, for 
daylight is quickly gone ; be in earnest, and 
do what you can, not because you are asked 
to do it, or because you have once undertaken 
to do it, but because you love to do it for 
Jesus' sake* 
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Another mark of the raoer is ACTiTiTt. 
Our text teaches it in the one word '* run.'' 
Activity implies progress. Watch the racer* 
He does not stand still ; if he did he would 
never reach the prize ; he makes progress, and 
so should you. Let me ask, then, what pro- 
gress have 70U made in the heavenly race ? 
Are you nearer the heavenly prize ? As each 
Sabbath comes does it find you more active 
in your pursuit after heavenly wisdom ? 
Take this very day, compare it with last 
Sabbath, have you reason to hope you are 
nearer to heaven ? nearer in dispositions, in 
desires ? What have you done for God's 
glory this past week ? Have you been active 
in prayer, diligent in reading your Bible^ 
active in thoughts about Jesus? Let me 
address one word to missionary collectors: 
Have you been active ? True, in one sense it 
is a self-imposed labour of love, but having 
undertaken it, I think I may ask you. Have 
you been active ? I don't mean to ask what 
amount have you collected, but can you bear 
the Scripture test, '^ She hath done what she 
could"? 

Another mark of the racer is patient con* 
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TiNUANOB. St. Paul sajs, ** Let us run with 
patience" *' He that shall endure unto the 
end, the same shall be saved." (Mark xiii. 13.) 
And there is a solemn warning in the text, 
** So run that ye may obtain," teaching us the 
possibility that we may fail after all in obtain- 
ing the prize. Yes, my memory recalls to my 
mind more than one of my own Sunday 
scholars who did ran well, but something 
has hindered them. They started well, we 
hoped great things for them, they were 
buds of promise ; but they never blossomed : 
and they have not only ceased to run in the 
heavenly race, but tl^y have turned out of 
the narrow path into that broad road which 
once they shunned. I have watched them 
with tearful eyes, until I could see them no 
longer, and unless God interfere and bring 
them back they will be lost for ever. It is a 
solemn truth that has been uttered that 
''there is such a thing as keeping another's 
vineyard and neglecting our own ; it is 
possible to drive many a nail into the ark, and 
yet not get into it ourselves ; " it is possible to 
start well and yet fail in obtaining the prize. 
Do not let it be so with you. Look well to 
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your guide-book. Keep your eye fixed on- 
the prize, and you will be sure to obtain it. 
We shall not have time to speak at length of 
some of the difficulties that beset the Christian 
racer, but must be content simply to mention 
them, and then to pass on to speak a word by 
way of encouragement. These are some of the 
difficulties in the way of the youthful racer. 
You will make many slips, and these are 
caused by not looking at the prize, by neglect 
of prayer and other means of grace. Again, 
you will feel fatigued at times ; many will 
pass you on the road who started with you. 
This will discourage you perhaps. Also, some 
will stand in your way and hide the view of 
the prize from you, and this will distress you* 
But don't be discouraged ; look to your guide- 
book, and that will supply you with balm for 
your bruises when you fall, wine to refresh 
you when you are weary, and consolation to 
cheer you on your way to heaven. 

Whilst on the other hand the encouragements 
to run in this race are great and glorious, so 
are the helps. There is certainty of success if 
you run as God would have you run. There 
is a Bible full of promises for your encourage- 
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ment ; there are blessed Sabbaths, with the 
privileges of the sanctuary, holy moments of 
prayer, all given you as useful helps, and God 
has also given you your Sunday-school, with 
kind Christian friends to encourage you and 
help you. Oh, my dear children, do you 
think of this enough ? Girls 1 look at your 
teacher, call to mind some of those kind 
words she has so often spoken to you, and tell 
me have you not even seen the tear start to 
her eye as she has earnestly besought you to 
turn to Jesus, to run the heavenly race ? 
How kindly she has encouraged you ; how 
gently she has reproved you ; and how happy 
she would be could she but hope that you 
were" asking your way to Zion, with your 
faces thitherward.'' And, my dear boys. 
Christian friends are waiting and wishful to 
cheer and encourage you. We gladly reach 
down to you the hand of friendship. We 
would address to you the earnest entreaty to 
begin to run this heavenly race. Yes, boys, 
Christian friends desire to encourage you. 
Oh, that we aU were journeying heavenward ; 
that the wishes, the hopes, the efforts of each 
of us were pointing thither, that there were a 

D 
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generous rwalry amongst us who should first 
reach the prize ! But more than this ; angels 
are interested in us, that '^ cloud of wit- 
nesses ; ** heaven's courts re-echo with joyful 
notes of praise when one child enters in the 
Christian race. Let there be jojin the presence 
of the angels of Grod over you to-daj. It is 
indeed a cheering, animating thought that 
" There is joy in the presence of the angels of 
God over one sinner that repenteth." But I 
must not leave this subject on your minds 
without noticing in conclusion two important 
distinotians between the earthly and the 
heavenly race. 

I. In the earthly race many run, only one 
obtains the prize ; not so in the heavenly 
race ; all may run, there's a crown of glory 
for all. 

In the earthly race they only run for a 
crown of leaves that would soon fade ; the 
Christian obtains a crown of glory that will 
never fade away. 

II. The other difference is, that in the earthly 
race the racer really earns and deserves the 
crown he gets ; in the Christian race it is a 
reward of grace, a gift* Let me impress this 
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'deeply on your minds, that whatever you do, 
whoever you are, you can merit no reward 
from God. Our very holiest deeds are imo 
p^ect, we are unprofitable servants at the 
best ; eternal life, the precious prize for the 
Christian racer, is the *' gifl of Grod," given 
to those who earnestly and perseveringly seek 
it Oh I do seek it, then ; your safety lies in 
looking unto Jesus. Are you discouraged ? 
Does religion, does conversion seem to you so 
mighty a work that you believe it never can take 
place in your heart ? Do you sink down dis- 
mayed at what you must do to be a Christian 
child? Let this be your comfort. Only begin to 
LOVE Christ, and then all the repentance, all 
the faith and hope you ever wished for will 
flow forth from your heart ; and oh ! what a 
way is this to be saved ! Simply to love the 
Saviour of the world. Thousands have 
proved it safe ; why should not you f Try and 
begin this heavenly race. Have you no desire ? 
Ask God for Jesus Christ's sake to send his 
Holy Spirit into your heart to give you the 
desire. Have you the desire, but no strength ? 
Ask for strength from above, and it shall be 
given you ; and oh ! may it issue, dear chil- 
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dren, in your " continuing unto the end," sa 
that if God should take you away by death, 
even now, young as you are, or if God should 
spare you a long life of usefulness, you may 
be able to say with the aged Paul, ** I have 
finished my course, I have kept the faith: 
henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of 
righteousness, which the Lord the righteous 
Judge wiU give me in that day,"* and this for 
Jesus Christ's sake. Amen. 

• 2 Tim. iy. 7. 
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1 Samuel xyil 33. 

** And Said said to Davidy Thou art not 
able to go against this Philistine to fight 
with hinij for thou art hut a youth^ and 
he a man of war from his yovthP 

Mr DEAB TOUNO Fbiends, — If I were asked 
to point out a scriptural example of well- 
directed zeal, I think I should select the his- 
tory of David in his encounter with the 
giant Goliath, as being at once one of the 
most interesting and striking. 

It is with this feeling that I have chosen it 
for our theme to-day* The instruction the 
history affords is just that which we need 
when engaged in missionary work. It seenui 
to supply just what we want, encouragemeni 
for those who are seeking to do God's work, 
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reproof to those who are neglecting to do it* 
We shall see in it, zeal directed into a right 
channel for its exercise, pride rebuked, earnest 
devotedness of purpose graciously rewarded, 
Grod's power manifested, God's servant 
honoured, and Grod's peculiar people deli- 
vered. I earnestly pray that the Divine 
blessing may be present with us to-day, dear 
children, enabling each one of us to gather 
up something that may be really useftd to us 
—something that shall really help us in our 
endeavours humbly and earnestly to follow 
Christ. 

I shall not have time to read to you the 
history. That you must do for yourselves. I 
must be content to notice some of the promi- 
nent parts very briefly and then apply it. 

There is scarcely a child, perhaps, who 
hears me to-day, who does not know some* 
thing of the history of David and Goliath ; 
and I do not wonder much that it should have 
been a favourite portion of Scripture with 
children, for the narrative is told so simply 
that the youngest mind can grasp its meaning. 
%ut let us look at it a little closer than simply 
a8 an interesting narrative, remembering that 
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God has a design in putting it on record fur- 
ther than to interest He has deep and pre- 
cious truths to tectch us out of it. Oh I let 
us try and learn some of them to-day. 

L We will briefly go through the histoiy^ 
and speak 

First Of the giant Goliath* He is in- 
troduced to us in the commencement of the 
seventeenth chapter. The contending parties 
are thus described : — *' And there went out a 
champion out of the camp of the Philistines^ 
named Goliath, of Gath, whose height was 
six cubits and a span. And he had an helmet 
of brass upon his head, and he was armed 
with a coat of mail ; and the weight of the 
coat was five thousand shekels of brass. And 
he had greaves of brass upon his legs, and a 
target of brass between his shoulders. And 
the staff of his spear was like a weaver's 
beam ; and his spear's head weighed six hun- 
dred shekels of iron : and one bearing a shield 
went before him. And he stood and cried 
unto the armies of Israel, and said unto them. 
Why are ye come out to set your battle in 
array ? am not I a Philistine, and ye servants 
of Saul ? choose you a man for you, and let 
him come down to me. If he be able to fight 
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with me, and to kill me, then will we be yout 
servants : but if I prevail against him, and 
kill him, then shall ye be our servants, and 
serve us. And the Philistine said, I defy the 
armies of Israel this day ; give me a man 
that we may fight together." 

Just note these few points. He was a gtant^ 
the great champion of the Philistines ; he wore 
an inmiense amount of armour. But there was 
no trusting in God's power, no seeking God's 
help, no zeal for God's glory. He was proud, 
boastful, self-confident 

Secondly. We turn from him to David. 
Now no two characters could be more oppo* 
site. He is mentioned to us in the 12th 
verse " as the son of Jesse," one " of eight 
sons," of whom he was the youngest. He 
was a "shepherd boy," a "stripling," a 
" youth ; " he wore no armour, and looking 
at him as he was in himself, he was most un- 
equal, in age, in size, and in weapons of de- 
fence to combat with this giant Groliath, 
Where Goliath was proud, David was humble; 
and where Goliath was self-confident^ David's 
trust was in God, and in God alone. 

But it may be interesting to notice the 
cause of David's answering the chaUenge of 
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this proud Philistine. It was somewhat re- 
markable, and is another proof to us that 
God's ways are not as our ways, and teaches 
us that very frequently, when we see no way 
of being able to do anything for the glory 
of God, He opens up to us an unexpected 
way. We read in the 17th verse that 
David's father said unto him, ''Take now 
for thy brethren an ephah of this parched 
corn and these ten loaves, and run to the camp 
to thy brethren. And David rose up early in 
the morning, and left the sheep with a keeper^ 
and tdok and went as Jesse had commanded, 
and he came to the trench as the host was 
going forth to fight, and shouted for the 
battle." 

Now, we have in these and the few follow- 
ing verses much that might tempt us to linger 
and talk about if we had the time. We might 
speak of David's dutiful obedience to his 
father's command ; the boldness and daring 
of the Philistine ; how faint-hearted the men 
of Israel were ; how high Saul bid for a 
champion; and how much concerned David 
was to assert the honour of God and Israel 
against the impudent challenges of this cham- 
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with him as a shepherd. No breast-plate or 
corslet such as Goliath had, but his plain 
shepherd's coat ; no spear bat his staff ; no 
sword or bow but his sling ; no quiver but his 
scrip ; nor any arrows ; but, instead of them, 
five smooth stones picked out of the brook." 

As I see him there, the stripling David 
thus simplj armed, and then turn mj eyes 
from him to the Goliath before described, it 
reminds me of the time when St. Paul stood 
before Nero with only the same weapons that 
David had with which to fight that monster 
giant. We have the description given in 2 
Timothy iv. 16, 17 : a scene that has been thus 
beautifully remarked upon, " There was Nero 
in his princely palace, the heartless, hardened, 
unnatural being who seemed to revel in cruelty, 
who went so far as to have Christian men 
covered with wax and pitch and then burned 
to death. Before such an one stands an aged 
man. He is of small stature and unpretend- 
ing look ; a chained prisoner. It is Paul the 
aged. How unequal he seems for the task 
before him, a very David before that proud 
and vicious king. Yet there he stands calm, 
dignified, self-possessed ; his look, like that of 
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David, dpeaks of inward peace and strength. 
But was Paul really alone ? Oh no ; although 
no Christian brother stood by to cheer him> to 
share his peril, to confirm his witness, there 
was ONE who stood hj him, who has said, ^^ / 
will never leave thee nor forsake thee.'* Yes, 
God ; who walked with his three witnesses in 
the sevenfold fires, He who went forth with 
David in his encounter with Goliath, He 
stood by Paul in the moment of need, and 
gave him a mouth and wisdom which all his 
'^ adversaries could not gainsay or resist/' 
Dear children, so will God do for us. 

Fifthly. I must call attention to the 
BESULT ; and this was far different to what, 
humanly speaking, and without reference to 
God's purposes, we might have expected. 

We read, '^And David put his hand in his 
bag and took thence a stone, and slung it, and 
smote the Philistine in his forehead, and he 
fell upon his face to the earth. And when 
the Philistines saw their champion was dead 
they fled." 

Sixthly. Let us notice the Cause of success. 
Surely it was God I David himself was fully 
convinced of this. He trusted not in himself. 

E 
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His heart would have quailed before the giant 
if he had ; but whilst fully sensible of his own 
weakness and insufficiency, his faith in God 
never once wavered. He was "strong in the 
Lord." He said " Thou comest to me with a 
sword and with a spear and with a shield, 
but I come to thee in the name of the Lord 
of Hosts," 

7. We will briefly note some of the cok- 
SEQUENCES to David. He became Saul's at- 
tendant, the bosom friend of Jonathan, the 
king's son, the darling of his country, and 
Anally became himself King of Israel. Truly 
in David was fulfilled God's promise, " Them 
that honour me I will honour, but they that 
despise me shall be lightly esteemed." 

We will now retrace our steps and inquire, 
praying for a teachable spirit, what is all this 
intended to suggest to us ? We will take up 
our seven points again. 

I. We spoke of the giant Goliath, and as 
there were giants in those days so are there 
now mighty giants arraying themselves like 
Goliath in proud defiance of God and his 
people. There is a battle now which we are 
all called upon to fight. There are mighty 
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Goliaths to be slain. There is that tremen- 
dous giant of in-dwelling sin in the heart. 
There is the giant of heathenism and idolatry 
abroad, both to be subdued. There is Satan 
<< who goeth about as a roaring lion.'* Then 
there are those giant passions, hate, untruth, 
filothfulness, irresolution, love of pleasure, 
despair, distrust, presumption, and many 
others, all to be mastered, before, like David, 
we can celebrate a victorj complete, nor must 
we suppose that thej are easily overcome. 
David was fully aware how mighty a foe he 
had in Goliath, nor must we shut our eyes to 
the same fact, but rather see in it an added 
cause for seeking fresh supplies of strength 
from God to overcome them. 

2. This reminds us thatwfi ABE LIKE David 
IN COMPABISON OF THEM, and if wc had only 
our own strength to look to, we might be 
tempted to inquire, with utter despair and 
sinking of heart, '' Who is sufficient for these 
things?" 

We, perhaps, like David, seem to stand 

alone, alone in our class, in our circle of friends 

at home or at school ; the only one jealous 

. for God's honour ; the only one desiring to 

£ 2 
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promote God's glory ; the only one interested 
in missionary work. It was so with Dayid, 
and there was wisdom in the arrangement — 
why should it be different with us? How 
often, for instance, is the lowly child ordained 
to be richer in wisdom than the exalted, the 
valley to be more fertile than the mountain ; 
God hiding his truths from the wise and pru- 
dent and revealing them unto babes. And 
how thankful we ought to be that it is so ; it 
tends to keep us lowly and humble. Yes, 
" let it be so, O heavenly Father, for so it 
seemeth good in thy sight." 

3. Like David we shall have difficulties to 
contend against. I have just spoken of one 
which Satan often puts in the way of God's 
children, and that is a sense of one's own 
weakness, coming to us and saying, <' See how 
weak you are, how unequal to obtain a victory 
over one giant even, whilst there are so many 
to be overcome ;" coming to the juvenile col- 
lector, presenting to her mind the appalling fact 
that there are no less than 600 millipns under 
heathen darkness, and then suggesting, ''What 
good can your small contribution or collection 
be?" But trying as this is, David had other 
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di£Sculties, and so have we. Like David, 
perhaps, the very moment when we give 
expression to the wish to vindicate God's 
honour, and turn to some one of our friends 
for the encouraging word or look, which 
should say "Go on and prosper," the very 
friend who should have done so, chills us by 
the insinuation of neglected duty, speaks of 
improper motives, and rebukes "the pride 
and the naughtiness of our hearts." 

" Oh, if I am speaking to one to-day who 
hears my voice, who has acted such an un- 
worthy part, put a stumbling in the way of 
any who are jealous for God's honour, let me 
with earnest yet affectionate entreaty urge 
them to think how wrong it is so to act. I 
am sure that the Saviour is much displeased 
with those who would keep the children of 
our schools from uniting in the great conflict 
with the kingdom of darkness. * Suffer them 
to come to Me,' He says. Even children 
must be for Him or against Him, and if they 
are for Him^ oh ! * forbid them not to come.' 
They see the battle. If God fires their 
spirits let them join in it. Be not second 
Eliabs to damp their ardour with unworthy 
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insinaations about the 'pride and the naaghti* 
ness of their hearts ; ' rather- cheer them on 
bj reminding them 'how great things' God 
has wrought by ' shepherd boys ' and 'little 
maids ' in every age." 

4. But I must hasten to speak of the 
WEAPONS that are provided for our use. We 
have seen how David fought, and with what 
he fought. St. Paul says, " The weapons of 
our warfare are not carnal,"* therefore unlike 
David's in this respect, but the «ptnVwith which 
we are to wield ours is the same. We want 
some Davids in our school; we want some 
valiant youths, who will be our champions. 
We want you to help us to attack the strong- 
holds of sin and Satan ; and I ask, not with" 
out hope, are there any with David's spirit in 
this school to-day ? Any whose souls are fired 
with righteous indignation at the insults 
offered to the Most High, by the openly pro- 
fane and wicked at home, or by the idol 
worship of the heathen abroad? And if 
you answer, " Yes, I desire to enlist under 
the banner of the Cross. What weapons 
shall I use ?" I reply, there is that mighty 

• Cor. X. 4. 
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weapon "all prayer," and there is the "sword 
of the Spirit, which is the Word of God." 
Use it, wield it in defence of the truths jou 
so highly prize ; and as you see the mighty 
giants before you, take, like David, the clear, 
smooth, round pebbles out of the crystal 
brook, I mean the texts out of your Bible, 
and, with a prayer to God to direct them, 
sling them ; and, as Gt>d has promised that 
" His word shall not return to Him void," 
these mighty giants, like Goliath, shall lie 
prostrate at his feet, a sinful life will be 
exchanged for a holy life, and fresh triumphs 
will be added to the great Captain of our 
salvation. 

5. This is the great besult — Souls saved I 
(rod honoured! Christ's kingdom hastened! 
And, let me ask you, What results can be 
compared to these ? Kesults that shall speak 
forth God's praise when time shall be no more ? 

6. And will it make us less happy to think 
that God htjis been the cause of success ? 
We the instrument, He the first cause ? Surely 
not ! Let us rather be up and doing, gladly 
giving all the praise and all the glory to 
God, and rejoicing in the opportunity that la 
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afforded us. ^'The gates of the world are 
flung open to us. Every wind that reaches 
our shores is charged with the cry, 'Come 
over and help us.* The war trumpet is 
sounding. God's honour has been assailed, 
it must be vindicated. Who of you does not 
lift up his heart and ask, ' Lord, what wilt 
Thou have me to do ?'" 

7. The history of David shows us that 
there were some oonsequenoes which are not 
unimportant and unprofitable to notice. It 
will also be encouraging to you to trace some 
of them. It will show you that Gk^d is 
interested in every effort you make for Him, 
and will not let you go unrewarded. You 
may search your Bible through, and for 
every precept you will find a corresponding 
promise. God honoured David, he became 
Saul's attendant, Jonathan's friend, the dar- 
ling of his country, and, finally. King of 
Israel. The honour that God will give us if 
we fight for Him and work for Him is far 
greater. We shall not be the attendant of 
king Saul, but we shall enjoy the privilege 
of being the happy servants of Him who is 
King of kings, and Lord of lords ; we shall 
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not become the friend of Jonathan, the 
king's son, but we shall become the friends 
of Jesas ; and, finally, through the merits of 
Jesus we shall not become, as David did, the 
King of Israel for a few years, but we shall 
become '* kings and priests unto God for ever." 
Oh! is it not worth while, then, to seek 
David's spirit; to get our supplies of strength 
from David's Lord? this God will grant 
to us in answer to prayer. 

Let us pray then and fight. Let us fight 
and pray. Let us be courageous, yet humble; 
until, at last, confiict shall give place to 
victory ; the cross shall be exchanged for the 
crown, and we, through the merits of our 
great Kedeemer, shall enter upon the enjoy- 
ments of heaven, to tell of His triumphs and 
victories, and to celebrate His praises for 
ever and ever. 
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Luke v. 4. 
" Let down your nets for a draughtr 

Mt deab young Friends, it is mj privilege 
to-day to invite your attention to one of the 
most remarkable of our blessed Lord's mira- 
cles, remarkable not only as a marvellous 
display of divine power, but also remarkable 
from the circumstances that attended it. 
The chief characters in the narrative are the 
blessed Saviour and Simon Peter. The first 
three verses which precede our text, give us 
a beautiful view of that earnestness of pur- 
pose which formed such a prominent part of 
the Saviour's character ; showing us how " He 
went about doing good," and doing good in 
the very best possible way ; how the diffi- 
culties He met with seemed rather to give an 
energy to his purposes than to hinder them. 
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We are shown, for instance, wKat' vast 
crowds attended his preaching, what poor 
conveniences He had for preaching to them, 
and yet how, in spite of these difficulties, His 
earnest, holy mind rose superior to them all, 
so that He makes a pulpit of a ship rather 
than the multitudes who had followed Him 
should lose those words of life and love He 
had to address to them. 

And then we are told it was Simon's boat ; 
thus introducing him into the narrative. 
And a most instructive character to consider 
it is. There is something to my mind so 
real, so life-like in those points of it which 
the Bible unfolds to us, that I think no one 
who has approached its consideration with a 
prayerful spirit, can rise from its study with- 
out having at some point seen his own heart's 
experience described, and have derived most 
important help in the Christian walk. There 
is in Peter's character much to admire and 
much to regret. There was such a mixture 
of boldness and weakness, of sincerity and 
want of resolution. He was of a most ardent 
and affectionate disposition, the very warmth of 
which, when unguided by divine grace, led 
him often into error ; able at pne time to say. 
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'^Lord, I am ready to go with Thee both into 
prison and to death ;*** at another^ and bat 
a very few hoars after, ** When he saw the 
wind boisterous he was afraid;"')' and all 
teaching you and me how weak we are by 
natare, what we may become by divine grace, 
and how imperfect are the best of God's saints. 

We have to-day to view him in perhaps 
the most important period of his life, the 
turning point of his history, the time when 
he became decided for Christ. May its con- 
sideration to-day be so blessed by the Holy 
Spirit of God to your hearts, my dear young 
friends, that you may make the same decision, 
may hear the Saviour's voice addressed to 
yoM saying, " Follow Me," and may obey it. 

We will follow our usaal plan, and arrange 
our address under three principal divisions. 
1. The Saviour's command ; 2. Peter's prompt 
obedience ; and, 3. The wonderful result. 

I. The Saviour's Command. — 

It may appear to some of you that it was 
quite an accidental thing that Jesus should 
have thought of entering into a ship at all, still 
more that He should have gone into Simon's 
boat, and that their conversation should have 

• Luke xxii 83. f Matt. xiy. 30. 



THE GOSPEL NET. 49 

turned upon fishing; but I hope, before I 
have concluded this address^ to show you 
that there is no such thing as chance in the 
world, and that in this verj case God had 
designed rich purposes of love and mercj 
for Simon Peter, and through ,him to his then 
infant Church. 

But perhaps jou ask me, '* Yes, but could 
not God have done this without working a 
miracle?" I reply, "Yes, God could have 
done so, but it was not his pleasure that it 
should be so. Peter's faith must first be 
proved, tried, tested.** How was this to be 
done ? Let us look to our text. Jesus said, 
"Launch out into the deep, and let down 
your nets for a draught." There were two 
reasons that made obedience to this command 
difficult. We gather them from Peter's reply. 

The first was, "Master, we have toiled 
all the night.** They were tired. They 
might have excused themselves from even at« 
tending the sermon that Jesus had preached ; 
but such love had they to the words of 
Jesus, those precious words He always spoke, 
that they were more refreshing to them in 
their fatigue than the softest of slumbers 
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would have been ; and had Jesus been about 
to preach again, doubtless thej would have 
been silent as to their fatigue, and would 
hare listened with eager attention ; but when 
Jesus says, "Gro a-fishing again," they do 
venture to mention it. 

But there was another reason that made 
obedience difficult. Not only were they tired, 
but they were discouraged* Peter's reply 
was not only *' Master, we have toiled all the 
night," but Master, " We have taken no- 
thing." To go fishing again seemed almost 
hopeless work ; their strength was exhausted, 
their labour had been in vain, and yet, dear 
children (and I wish you to notice this very 
particularly), the command was still the 
same — ^^ Launch out into the deep and let 
down your nets for a draught." 

Now, before I proceed any further in the 
narrative, let me try and explain to you what 
this is intended to teach us. 

If you look in the 13th chapter of St, 
Matthew's Gospel, you will find that the 
Gospel or the kingdom of heaven is like unto 
a net.* The world is a vast sea, the preach- 

* Matt. xiiL 47. 
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ing of the Gospel is the casting of the net 
into the sea. The time is coming when this 
net will be drawn to shore, when the ^* good 
will be gathered into vessels, but the bad 
shall be cast awaj." * At times this Gospel 
net fills faster than at others ; the very first 
time Peter let it down it inclosed 3,000 souls. 
The command is still addressed to all of us to 
let down the net. God does not say what suc- 
cess we shall have, He simply says, *^ Launch 
outinto the deep and let it down." Our wisdom 
is in simple, loving obedience to do what God 
commands, and leave results with Him. 

But I must here pause to ask. Have you 
been inclosed in the Gospel net yourself? 
Useless, worse than useless is it to think of 
spreading it for others until you have been 
inclosed yourselves. 

But if happily you have, I then ask. Have 
you gone further, and let it down to catch 
others? Can you point to one whom you 
have even tried to catch in this net, com- 
pelling them with holy earnestness, with 
gentle violence and with blameless guile to 
come in and be saved ? 

• Matt. ziii. 48. 
f2 
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I know that you are but jonng fishers 
jety inexperienced, unskilful, let me» there- 
fore, trj and assist jou to catch souls by 
proposing to you three helps, by which, with 
God's blessing, you may aid in this glorious 
work, and become ** fishers of men.** 

And first, and chiefly, I would say, Try to 
do it BY ▲ GODLY EXAMPLE. If Others see you 
inclosed within this Gospel net, and restrained 
by it from following your own heart's desires, 
they may be attracted there also. It has 
been truly said, that ^'the Christian is the 
world's Bible ;" and many a man, who wiU 
not open a single page of his Bible, will read 
your daily life ; and if it is a hofy one, it is 
sometimes an appeal to them that they cannot 
resist, and they are led, in spite of themselves, 
to examine themselves and to inquire about 
that religion which they have neglected, but 
which has such a powerful influence for good 
upon you. God meets them in the inquiry, 
and blesses them, and a soul is saved. I be- 
lieve many, many have been won to wisdom's 
ways by the silent but powerful influence and 
example of a godly child. 

Then, if you want to see many inclosed in the 
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Oospel net, do not forget to pbat fob them. 
If yon want to see what prayer has done in 
times pasty read the history of Elijah, David, 
Daniel. They were all men of prayer. But 
you sayi whom are you to pray for ? Think 
of the heathen world, not one amongst 
hundreds of millions inclosed in the Gospel 
net. The net not even spread for them, and no 
fishermen gone out to them. Here is a subject 
for prayer. " Pray ye the Lord of the harvest 
to send forth labourers into his vineyard." 

And then we may come nearer home, and 
yet find subject for prayer. Let me ask 
you, how many of those you mix with in 
daily life can you hope are inclosed in the 
Gospel net, or rather, is it not haw few f Yet 
you love them, it may be your parents, your 
.dear brothers and sisters, not yet drawn in. 
Oh, is there not here subject for prayer ? for 
prayer earnest and frequent ? Fray, then, to 
God so to infiuence them that they may be 
inclosed, and who can tell but that your 
prayer may prevail, for God has written it in 
his Bible, *^ The efiectual, fervent prayer of 
the righteous availeth mttch" 

You may help to lower the Gospel net by 

p 3 
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tflSSIONABT COLLECTIONS AND SUBSCRIPTIONS. 

The ver J fact of a child collecting makes people 
think ; but I mean jour monej itself is useful. 
God does not despise children's offerings. 
Bibles, you know, must be sent out, and 
Bibles cost monej. Missionaries must be 
sent — fishers of men must be supplied, and 
** the labourer is worthy of his hire.'* Let 
us use, then, this threefold cord of example, 
prayer, and effort ; let us ask God to bless 
each, and thus may we constrain them to 
come in and be safe for ever. 

But perhaps some of you meet with dif" 
ficuldes and dUcoftragements. You take up 
Peter's words and say, " We are tired and we 
are discouraged." Peter had difficulties, and 
so shall we have, and I would not be without 
them ; it makes the work all the sweeter ; it sends 
us to Jesus, who will listen to all our disap- 
pointments with affectionate interest, and 
when we have told Him all, He again says, 
"Never mind, * Launch out into the deep 
and let down your nets for a draught.' " Your 
teachers have difficulties, why should you ex- 
pect to be free? Did it ever occur to yoa 
that Peter's language is often theirs? that 
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often when the Sunday is over, and thej 
retire to their bedroom at night, and with 
exhausted strength and disappointed hope, 
thej kneel down to praj, almost their first 
grief they pour into the ear of their listening 
Saviour is this, '* Another Sabbath-daj is 
gone ; I have been toiling all the daj, but have 
taken nothing. Toiling in preparation ; toil- 
ing in entreaty ; toiling in prayer ; but have 
taken nothing, — not one child's heart has been 
melted at the story of the cross." Well, dear 
teachers, Jesus says to yon what He says to 
our collectors, who try to collect, but meet 
with disappointment and refusal on every 
side, " Never mind, go on, the duty is plain. 
* Launch out into the deep, and let down 
your net for a draught.'" If we take up 
Peter's language of regret let us be as wise as 
Peter was, and we shall, perhaps, receive 
Peter's reward. 

And this brings us to notice—^ 

n. Peter's prompt obedience. 

** Nevertheless, at thy word we will let 

down the net." Happy Peter! Thou hast 

well done ; it cost thee, I know, a great effort 

of faith, but thou shalt shortly have an abun- 
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dant reward ! And what joy must have filled 
the Saviour's heart as He now looked upon 
Peter. 'Twas enough that Jesus had com- 
manded it. Though thej had toiled all the 
liight, yet if Christ bid them launch out, thej 
will renew their toil, for they know that '^they 
who wait on Him shall renew their strength/' 
for every fresh service rendered they will 
have a fresh supply of ** grace sufficient." 
Though they have hitherto taken nothingy yet 
if Christ bid them " let down their nets for 
a draught," they will hope to take something; 
and although at the command of any other 
they would most probably have refused, 
nevertheless '^ at Christ's command they will 
let down the net." 

Do we not learn from this, that if we foUow 
the commands of Christ we shall do well? 
The path of duty is the only path of safety ; 
and we are safe as long as we follow the 
words of Jesus. And do you ask me where 
are we to find these "words of Jesus"? 
I reply. Have we not a Bible full of them ? 
Let us there learn what his will concerning 
us is; and when we see such words as 
'* Launch out into the deep, and let down your 
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nets for a draught," let us obey the commandy 
and leave the issue with Him. 

IIL The Wonderful Result. 

''And when thej had this done they inclosed 
a multitude of fishes, and their net brake.'* It 
was a result immediate and abundant. Ardent 
as Peter was in disposition, he could not haye 
hoped for such success ; success so great that 
their ship began to sink, their net began to 
break, thej were obliged to beckon to their 
partners to come and help them. And maj 
we not learn from this a beautiful lesson? 
Have jou ever beckoned thus to others to 
come and share with you your joy ? Have 
you ever invited one to join the Sunday- 
school, or to become a subscriber to our mis- 
sionary fund ? If not, oh, do try I Perhaps, 
like Simon's brethren, they only want asking, 
and they will come. " Come with us," say 
to them, and " we will try to do you good." 
*' Come and share with us the rich blessings 
we enjoy." 

I should like you to gather from the ac- 
count of this mighty inclosure of fishes, four 
useful and important thoughts, which are sug- 
gested by it : — 
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l8t. That all success must come from God, 
and from God alone. 

2nd. That God will bless the means usee** 
if done in obedience to his commands. 

Srd. That his blessings are abundant. 

4th. That we must give Him ' all the 
praise. 

In conclusion, we must bring before jou 
the encouraging circumstances that attended 
this remarkable miracle. Peter's faith had 
been tried, it had been found real, and now 
God was about to honour it in him bj bidding 
him leave his present calling and pursuits 
and to follow Him, and He would make him a 
fisher of men. 

Maj God, dear children, call us as efiPec- 
tuallj as He called Peter. God's invitation 
went to Peter's hearty and " immediatelj he 
left a//;" all that would tie him down to 
earth, all that would check his progress hea- 
venward. His language was, 

** The dearest hopes I treasured most, 
I quit them all for Jesus' blood." 

Oh! shall it ever be that a missionary 
shall be raised up in this school ; that one of 
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our youths shall, like Simon, leave his worldly 
calling in the midst of the most signal success, 
and become, as Simon, a fisher of men ! I 
pray God that it may be so; that young 
hearts that hear me may be filled with the 
Spirit of God, may feel the call addressed to 
them, and may obey it. 

But whether you become actually ordained 
missionaries or not, there is a sense in which 
we must all obey the command to "forsake 
aU and follow Jesus." He bids you follow 
Him. He wishes you to be inclosed in the 
Gospel net, for He knows there is no safety 
for you unless you are. This net is spread 
then for you to-day; it will soon now be 
drawn up, and those who are inclosed in it, 
and are found to be good, will be landed safe 
on Canaan's shores; but those who are not 
inclosed, who prefer to follow the idle plea-* 
sures of the world to the industrious work to 
which Christ calls them, they will be destroyed 
for ever. 

But this need not be the case with one of 
you. We invite you, or, I prefer to say, 
Jesus invites you to-day to follow Him. Da 
not treat as rudeness the kind entreaties of 
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friendship. There is a wiser course opened 

up to 70U. Be persuaded that the pleasures of 

the world will not be pleasures when this 

short life is over. All its blossoms will have 

crumbled like dust, its jojs will have become 

as forgotten dreams, the freshness of youth 

will have faded, the ties of kindred will be 

broken, the voices of home will be silent, the 

old familiar melodies of earth will have passed 

awaj, and then for those who are not inclosed 

in the Gospel net there will remain naught 

but the everlasting darkness which no star 

can gladden, and on which no hope can arise. 

I do trust you will be led to choose a wiser 

course. Obey the command of Christ, even 

where your feeble faith seems to doubt its 

wisdom, and thus, like Peter, you will become 

the disciple and the friend of Jesus; and 

although with Peter you may make many 

slips, you may have sometimes to go out '^and 

weep bitterly ** at the remembrance of some 

ungrateful denial of your Lord and Saviour, 

yet Jesus will love you as much as He loved 

Peter, amidst all the coldness of your love 

and the frequency of your doubts, and will 

finally take you to that world of happy, re- 
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deemed spirits, where no sinful doubts, no 
gloomy fears, shall ever present themselves, 
for there shall 

** Faith be loBt in sight, 
And hope in full supreme delight 
And everhuUng love." 

Maj God bring each of us to that blessed 
place, for Jesus Christ's sake. Amen. 



a 



VINEYARD WORK. 

Matthew xxi. 28. 
" Sony go work to-day in my vineyard^ 

Mr BEAB TOUNQ Friends, — How fast our 
monthly meetings come round ! This re- 
minds me that when a few more have passed 
away, those whom I now address as young 
persons will have become men and women, 
and as such have passed from among us. And 
I cannot help asking myself this solemn ques- 
tion — Is it not true that with the greater 
number of you, my dear young friends, these 
addresses come and go like rain upon the rock, 
that runs off as fast as it falls, and leaves no 
impression behind ? I can only answer, '* As 
far as I know, it is so." Yes ; and perhaps 
this may be like the rest, carelessly heard and 
quickly forgotten ; and, if all depend upon you 
and me, it will be so. Let us each, therefore, 
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before we go any further, lift up our heart in 
secret prayer to God so to accompany with 
his blessing this feeble effort to make known 
his will to you, that the impression may never 
wear off, but that each one of us, if we have 
not done so before, may this very afternoon 
obey with cheerfulness the precept of the 
text, "Son, go work to-day in my vine- 
yard." Let us inquire — 

L To WHOM WAS THE COMMAND AD- 
DRESSED ? 

It was the command of a father to his 
two sons. The same words were addressed 
to each of them. It was not the language 
of stern command, but of parental affection ; 
and such being the case, the words of such a 
parent should have been received with res- 
pect, obeyed with promptness, and regarded 
with affection. 

Now, dear children, to apply this : — ^From 
it we learn that God is our Heavenly Father 
(for He himself has taught us to pray to Him 
as such) ; through his tender mercy we may 
be his adopted sons, and, in his great com- 
passion. He is saying to each of us to-day, 
" Son, daughter, go work to-day in my vine- 

G 2 
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yard." It speaks to us as children. It is the 
language of a loving parent, that carries with 
it both authority and affection — ^the language 
of a father that loves his children, and will 
not overtask them. This invitation is jours to- 
day. Not one of you will henceforth be able 
to say, " No man hath hired us ;" for to-day 
shall be sounded in your ears the inviting 
command of Jesus himself, " Son, go work 
in my vineyard." Oh, that many may this 
day become " vineyard labourers" I 

Having thus briefly shown you that these 
words are intended for you^ it may perhaps 
encourage you to listen whilst we notice — 

U. The oommanb itself : ''Son, go work 
to-day in my vineyard." 

1. The flrst thing I wish you to learn from 
it is this : There is work to be done. There- 
fore idleness is sin. God's Church is the 
vineyard, God's people are the labourers. 
The work to be done is various ; but the end 
of all vineyard labour is the same — to gather 
in a good harvest of fruit. 

I will try and help you to understand what 
this work is. I will mention some depart- 
ments of it. 
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There is Personal work to be done. Before 
anTthing must be attempted for others, we 
must first see to ourselves. I have taken 
much pleasing trouble to show you what the 
heart is bj nature — ^how it dislikes the Lord 
of the vineyard — and how unwiUing it is to 
be obedient to his commands. Let our first 
work, then, be personal work. Each one of 
us — I care not how young — I care not how 
pleasing in manner the child may be — but 
has by prcuitice as well as by nature an unholy 
heart. Before we can ever be useful vineyard 
labourers, this heart must be changed. The 
Holy Spirit must be entreated to cleanse it ; 
sins, dearly-loved sins, darling vices, must be 
rooted out. Oh, let this be your first effort^ 
to seek this change. 

Then there must be Proving work. Motives 
must be examined and tried by the unerring 
Word of God. 

Then there is Every'day work to be done. 
A Bible to be read, prayers to be offered, a 
holy life to be exhibited. 

There is Home work also to be done. ''It 
is not enough that we are apparently good at 
church on Sunday, or at school, but we must 

Q 3 
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carry our religion home with us. There are 
little tendernesses to be shown, kindlj looks 
to be evinced, gentle words to be spoken, 
loving counsels to be given.** 

There is Missionary work to be done ; and 
never can you say it is finished until every 
one of those 600 millions who are at this 
moment in heathen darkness has a Bible in 
his hand, and lives agreeably with its holy 
teaching. 

I pass on to say there is Sabbath work to 
be done, and this is twofold in its exercise ; 
Sanctuary work and Sunday-school work. 

There is Praying work to be done. Prayer 
is, in fact, the Ufa of all work ; for work 
without prayer for strength is presumption. 

There is Praising work to be done. Praise 
for God's good gifis to yourself, praise for his 
gentle dealings to others. 

This is something of the kind of work that 
tends to the health of your soul. It has much 
to recommend it. It is God^s work ; it is 
pleasant work ; it is useful work. I might 
stop to tell you more of this work to be done ; 
but I hope I have told you enough to make 
you long to know more. I therefore bid you 
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with much affection go to God, and ask Him 
to teach you ; and if you are sincere in your 
desire to do something in the vineyard of his 
Church, He will show you what He will like 
you to do. 

2. But I look at my text again, and I 
inquire, fVhen is this work to be donef It 
answers, " To-day." 

Perhaps one of you says, " Yes ; I shall like 
to work when I am older and stronger ; but 
I am so weak, so young now, what use could 
I be ? " But this is not right. I firmly believe 
that there is plenty even of "children's work" 
to be done. I believe that each little child, 
careless and frolicking as it may appear to be 
on the pathway of life, has yet high and holy 
duties to perform, a little spot of the vineyard 
to "occMj9y," which is tenderly overlooked by its 
Master, and shares His gracious blessings. I 
believe youth is the very time for work ; it is 
the morning of life, when the energies are 
fresh and the powers are strong. No wondei^ 
our text says " To-day!^ 

But I will urge this point still more. I 
will give three reasons why this work must be 
done at once, 

1. The first is, because there is so much to 
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be done. Take any department of work 70a 
like and this is true ; I think what I said 
about Missionary work, for instance, will 
abundantly prove this. It is but a day, and, 
comparatively speaking, a winter's day, when 
the sun rises late and sets early, which is given 
to us ; and yet in this interval of daylight the 
great work of religion must be begun and 
completed. God does not say, '* Son, go 
work in my vineyard ; there is much work to 
be done, but there is iio immediate hurry ! 
Take thine own time ; if not disposed to-day, 
stay till to-morrow." Oh, no 1 God does not 
leave it so. His message to you is, '^ Son, go 
work to-day." Yes, now ! — ^now, before the 
sun goes down — now, before this assembly 
breaks up — ^now, before you rise from your 
seats — now, before I speak another word ! 

And let me ask you, do you think, 

taking a view of what the work you have to 
do is, there is any time to be wasted before 
you set about it ? Oh, no, you cannot so 
think, I feel sure. 

2. The time in which to do it is very short. 
How short none can tell! At the very 
longest it is short — shorter, perhaps, than you 
may imagine. I have been taught this truth 
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very forcibly only a week or two ago, in the 
death of one who was once a Sunday-scholar. 
His cheeks were ruddy with the glow of 
health ; but he was a careless, godless youth. 
He had heard many addresses. He had had 
the advantage of faithful teachers. Sabbath 
after Sabbath had he heard the Gospel invi- 
tation. More than once was he urged to 
accept it on the very plea that I am now 
using, that the time was short. But he did 
not realize its truthfulness : he lived and died, 
as far as we know, a disobedient, godless 
youth. But my object in referring to him is 
not to tell of his faults — they are now past 
repentance — but to illustrate this truth, that 
the time is short He went one day to swim 
a dog, as full of health, as full of hope, as the 
healthiest and the most hopeful among you. 
He fell into the water : in a moment he was 
drowned ! A splash ! a struggle ! death ! 
Surely time is short indeed. What, not a <fay 
given him, you say, to repent of his naughty 
ways ? not even an hour for prayer ? No, 
not another moment ! Such is life. Now 
why should not this have been your case ? 
Do you not see, in your being here to-day 
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The first did wrong when he said he would 
not gOy hut he did righi when he repented 
and went. 

The second did right when he said he 
would go, hut wrong when he went not. , 

But the first was a much more hopeful case 
than the other. 

We have both classes in this school to-day. 
We will just refer to them, and then give 
you a few hints for your guidance in con- 
clusion. 

We will take the second character first, 
and say, we have in this school those who 
promise better than they prove. We speak 
to them about vineyard work, and they say, 
" I go^ sir," hut go not. Yes, we have those 
among us who seem to know their Bible 
almost from beginning to the end. I have 
had them in my own class ; boys who seemed 
to be fond of the means of grace, and to be 
affected under the word spoken. When I 
have spoken of the beauty of holiness, or the 
glory of heaven, a silent tear has been seen 
to start to the eye, and they have wished 
^' to hear me again of these matters ;** and I 
have looked upon such indications as a token 
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for good, and have been ready to rejoice over 
them as real converts, and to rank them 
among the followers and friends of Christ. 
But, alas ! I have seen many promising blos' 
soma drop off, yielding no fruit. They said, 
" I go, sir," but went not. 

I believe this to be a description of many 
who hear me to-day. I do believe that there 
are many who, if they allowed conscience to 
speak out, would be obliged to admit, '* Yes, 
it is true what you say. You never gave an 
address but I had convictions. I knew I 
was not what I ought to be. I was con- 
vinced of the truth and excellency of inward 
religion, and wished myself religious ; but 
somehow or other I was glad when it was 
over, when I was relieved from such an 
alarming situation, and when I got out I 
remember I mixed again with my gay com- 
panions, and soon became as easy and gay 
as any of them." 

Oh, my dear young friends, take care, I 
beseech you. Take care, you may do this 
once too often I If the blessed Spirit should 
this day honour us with his presence and 
influences, be thankful for his gracious mo- 

u 
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tioDS and encourage them ; and when school 
breaks up by-and-bye, do not, as soon as you 
get out, run together in groups, and begin to 
talk of any trifle that comes into your head, but 
go home silent and thoughtful, take the first 
opportunity to get alone and pour out your 
soul before God, saying, ''Lord, what wilt 
Thou have me to do? I have had convic- 
tions many times before, but now I hope it 
will not rest there. I hope I shall never 
more try to get rid of them. I wish them 
to become deeper and stronger. I desire 
only to be '' a companion of them that fear 
Thee and keep Thy precepts." Lord, this day 
I beseech Thee fix me for Thyself. I would 
be thine, onl^ thine, entirely thine, immedi' 
ately thine, thine for erer." Oh I may God 
cause this to be a spiritual hirth'day to many 
who hear me ! 

But I must now, if only for the encourage- 
ment of my fellow-teachers, speak of those 
who prove better than they seem to promise, 
I do hope we have some in our school who 
will let us realize for them our best wishes. 
I look round this school, seat after seat, and 
would fain hope there sits one and there sits 
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finother that may become useful labourers. 
The seeds of grace have been sown in their 
hearts, have been buried all this while under 
the clods, but I do hope now are beginning 
to shoot up. They do not make a public 
profession of religion ; they are only secretly 
asking their way to Zion; but I believe 
^' their faces are turned thitherward,'' and 
will (me day, perhaps not long first, break 
through all difficulties and discouragements, 
and declare themselves as labourers in the 
vineyard of the Lord. Children, this is our 
hope; it is this that cheers us amidst our 
disappointments. Disappoint us not. Yield 
to the strivings of the good Spirit within 
you. Do you long to be useful in the vine- 
yard of the Lord ? Let your longing be 
turned into prayer; prayer shall open the 
pathway; prayer shall cause to descend the 
needful strength to perform it. Oh, make 
thorough work of religion. 

I say, then, in conclusion, the nearer you 
come to heaven the more grievous it will be 
to be shut out — ^to be deprived of everlasting 
joys for want of going a few steps further — 
to lose God, and Christ, and heaven, and 

h2 
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everything that is valuable for ever, for the 
sake of one sin perhaps. But I cannot leave 
you so. I must address to you a few words 
more of earnest entreaty, and they shall be 
these : — Let the precepts of the Gospel be 
your guide, and the promises of the Gospel 
your support. Let Christ, the great theme 
of the Gospel, be your pattern and your 
portion ; be incessant in your prayers for the 
influences of the Holy Spirit ; work on cheer- 
fully, hopefully, zealously, prayerfully, and 
soon, God has promised, you shall exchange 
work here for rest in heaven. 



(t 



THE FOUR LITTLE THINGS. 



Provebbs XXX. 24 — 28. 



** There he four things which are little upon 

the earthy but they are exceeding wise : 
** The ants are a people not strong, yet they 

prepare their meat in the summer ; 
" The conies are but a feeble folh, yet make 

they their houses in the rochs ; 
** Hie locusts have no hing^ yet go they forth 

all of them by bands ; 
" The spider taheth hold with her hands, and 

is in hings* palaces,** 

Mt bear young Friends, — It is not mj 
intention to give you a lecture on natur^ 
history, interesting and inviting as the sub- 
ject is; nor shall I stop to look too closely 
into the peculiarities of those little creatures 
referred to in our text. I have far deeper 
and more important truths to speak about.. 

h3 
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I have to make known to you Gospel tidings, 
I have a Saviour to bold up to your view, 
whom I wish you to love, to reverence, and 
obey. I could, I know, say much that might 
be attractive to you, and encourage you to 
look with admiring wonder into God's book, 
of nature ; but I feel I take a safer, wiser 
course, in first pointing you to God*s Book 
of Revelation^ and showing you from that 
his willingness to be your Saviour ; and then 
I feel sure that that which I also wish for 
you will follow. Once persuaded that you 
have made Him your choice, that your heart 
is changed, and that you have become a godly 
child, then how difierently you will look upon 
everything around you ; every object of God's 
creation will be clothed with fresh interest ; 
each blade of grass, each shell gathered on 
the sea-shore, will have its charm. The 
little flower of the forest, that grows half 
hidden by the bramble, will then be sought 
out by you ; and as you look upon its tiny 
but beautifully painted leaves, you will grate- 
fully remember that the Creator of that 
flower is your Creator and your Redeemer. 
In fact, everything around you will then 
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become an emblem. The glorious sun> that 
is only valued by the woridly child on ac- 
count of the light it gives or the heat it 
imparts, will remind you of that Sun of 
Eighteousness that hath shone into your 
hearts with its life-giving, refreshing beams, 
and the recollection will cause a thrill of delight 
within your heart ; and when you turn your 
eye at night-time to the moon, that lesser orb 
of light, surrounded with those brilliant stars, 
you will be able to say, with childlike con- 
fidence and love, " My Father made them all.** 
Oh, yes, dear young friends, it is the child 
of God alone who has these rich delights. 
The child who has felt the more wonder- 
working power of God's grace in the heart, 
can look upon these lesser displays of his 
power and love with an interest unknown to 
the unchanged heart. Everything in nature 
will then have its voice. The warbling of 
the lark, who carols forth his morning hymn 
of praise, will bid him do the same ; the little 
cricket, as it chirps its evening song in the 
corner of our hearths, will tell forth its lesson 
of cheerfulness and contentment ; and al- 
though in their glad music there be neither 
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speech nor language which we can recognise 
as such, there will be yet a voice, eloquent 
and persuasive, heard by the true child of 
God, who loves to listen with reverent 
delight to the sweet harmonies of God's 
creation which greet his ear on every side. 

Nor will the smallest of God's creatures be 
unobserved by such. That little glow-worm, 
that does its best to light up the dark path- 
way of the traveller, will bear its testimony 
to the advantage of even the feeblest efforts, 
and enforce the lesson taught us by those 
words, " She hath done what she could ;" 
while the little busy bee, lajriug up its store 
of honey, will teach that industry has its 
reward, or, in the language of Scripture, 
^* The hand of the diligent maketh rich." 

It is with this firm persuasion that such a 
happy state of mind will be yours if you first 
give up your hearts to Jesus, that I now turn 
to our text, and endeavour, with much affec- 
tionate earnestness, to put before you the 
instruction the little creatures referred to in 
our text are intended to teach. We shall 
find a missionary thought in each. 

We are first sent to the Ant for instruc- 
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tion. What can that teach us ? you say. 
What 80 small as an ant ? We will see what 
we can learn from it. The first lesson it 
shall teach us shall be this — be active. Have 
you ever seen an ant-hill ? If not, let me 
recommend you the very next opportunity 
you have to look well at it. It is wonderful in 
the extreme, and will repay your careful study. 

The word " activity** seems to represent its 
prominent" feature of interest. No sleepers, 
no idlers, no drones, no inattention. There 
all is activity ; each ant has its little load to 
carry, its little burden to bear, its little duty 
to perform ; nor does it rest until it has 
accomplished it. This, then, is its first 
lesson ; its silent but eloquent voice to us is, 
"Work,** "Be active,*' "Be zealous,*' "Be 
earnest." 

Now zeal is a principle, not a mere feeling ; 
or, to be more simple, zeal is not all excite- 
ment and enthusiasm to-day, and to-morrow 
apathy and inactivity. No; it is a steady 
fiame, kindled at God's altar, fed by heavenly 
supplies, increasing daily; it is more active 
to-day than it was yesterday, and to-morrow 
will be brighter than to-day. Dear children. 
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do you know anything of this zeal ? — a " zeal 
that many waters cannot quench/' steady, 
active, persevering? 

Not must I forget to remind you that in 
the case of the little ant it is only instinct 
that guides her ; hut our good God has given 
to you and me a soul, reason, conscience, a 
Bihle, and his Holy Spirit to guide us. Oh, 
let it not he, then, that the little ant shall he 
"exceeding wise" when only guided by in- 
stinct — that it shall accomplish its Creator's 
will without a murmur and without a regret ; 
whilst you, an intelligent, immortal heing, 
having a soul capahle of the highest powers, 
a soul so precious in God's sight that even 
the death of his only-begotten Son Jesua 
Christ was not too great a price to pay for 
its redemption — I say let it not be that you 
alone should dare to rebel. If we have any 
sleepers here, who will not do their appointed 
duty diligently and cheerfully — any collector, 
for instance, of our Juvenile Missionary So- 
ciety, who is glad to give up the collecting- 
card to another in order to relieve himself of 
the burden — Oh, let him look once more at 
the ant before he decide. Watch her move- 
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ments, see ber toiling with ber load of grain, 
tailing up a hill that to her might seem insur- 
mountable. Yes, " go to the ant, thou slug- 
gard," if you want a lesson of activity; 
" consider her ways, and be wise." 

Believe me, each one of you has a duty 
to perform, a work to accomplish, a burden 
to bear, an opportunity of being useful. Do 
not turn from the little ant without learning 
a lesson of activity. 

But we shall gather from it also a most 
important motive^ if we ask why is the ant so 
active ? Our text says, " they prepare their 
meat in the summer." This means, *'work 
while it is day, the night cometh when no 
man can work." They teach us a lesson of 
forethought They take thought for the time 
to come. They know that winter is coming, 
when they cannot lay up their stores, nor get 
supplies ; so they work in the summer, that 
they may have food to eat in the winter. 
We wish you, then, also to learn to think of 
the time to come. We wish you to think 
about your souL It needs to have its sins 
pardoned; it needs grace to make it please 
God. The best time for you to seek this is 
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now. This is your summer. Youth and 
childhood are your summer; but you must 
remember that winter is before you: you 
must not defer until then. Be '^ exceeding 
wise ** now, seek God's good Spirit now, and 
so take thought for things to come. 

We turn, secondly, to animal life for a 
lesson of wisdom. " The Conies are but a 
feeble folk, yet make they their houses in the 
rocks." The conies mentioned here are sup* 
posed to be a kind of wild rabbit, very small, 
very timid, very weak. Their hiding-place 
is in the rocks. Here I invite your attention 
to two points. 

The first is, they feel their own weakness ; 
and, secondly, they feel their need of a 
refuge. They feel their complete helpless- 
ness in themselves ; that they are but " feeble 
folk," unable to protect or defend them- 
selves; and yet they know how continually 
they are exposed to danger and attacks. 
Now, surely, this is just what you should 
feel. I hesitate not to say that that little 
child in yonder class, the youngest in this 
school, needs a Saviour as a refuge ; not only 
is it by nature, but by practice daily and 
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hourly, a sinful child. The point, then, I 
wish to urge is not, do we need a refuge, but 
do we feel our need ? There is no salvation 
for us unless we do. This is a solemn 
thought, taught us by the little conies. 

The conies suggest another equally im- 
portant, and which we shall soon perceive if 
we remark their wise selection. " They 
make their houses in the rocks." A rock, 
you may know, is an emblem of security, 
durability, and strength. Have you £ed to 
Jesus as your hiding-place ? Are you ever 
crying out, ^'Lead me to the rock that is 
higher than 1"?* Do you feel your sins 
pressing so heavily upon your conscience as 
to leave you no peace ? Flee, then, to Jesus. 
He is a God close at hand, and not afar off ; 
come, then, to Him. He is so near, that He 
sees the first tear of penitence as it rolls 
down your cheek. His ear can catch the 
first sigh for pardon. Do come to Him ; 
come and say — 

" Just as I am, without one plea, 
But that thy blood was shed for me^ 
And that Thou bid'st me come to Thee ; 
O Lamb of God, I come." 

• Psalm Ixi. 2. 

I 
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Say— 

** I need Thee, preoioos Jesus, for I am fall of sin ; 
My soul is dark and guilty, my heart is dead 

within ; 
I need the cleansing fountain, where I can always 

flee; 
The blood of Christ, most precious, the sinner's 

perfect plea*" 

Or, perhaps, you will remember this bet- 
ter — 

*' Bock of ages, cleft for me, 
Ijet me hide myself in Thee." 

Yes, dear young friends, this is my noblest 
theme to-day — to hold up to your view a 
Saviour which is Christ the Lord. May it 
be your happiness to accept the offer, and to 
say with me — 

"For ever His dear sacred name 
Shall dwell upon our tongue ; 
And Jesus and salvation be 
The close of every song." 

Oh, let us never, never forget, while we 
look upon God's beauties in creation with 
much, very much thankfulness, and while the 
sweet melody of gratitude thrills through 
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every successiye moment of our daily being 
for a CrecUor^s love — let us never forget to 
reserve our loftiest and most fervent praise 
for his redeeming love, for permitting us^ 
when we were sinful, weak, unworthy crea- 
tures, to flee to Him as our refuge, and so to 
make and to keep ns safe. 

But we must pass on, thirdly, to look at 
the Locusts for instruction. Their wisdom 
consists in this, that although they ** have no 
king, yet go they forth in bands." Here is 
set forth the value of companionship. That 
" union is strength.'* " They go forth in 
bands." I find here just the principle 1 
wish to lay down for Juvenile Missionary 
Associations. We want you to go forth on 
your missionary efforts in bands. Let each 
class consider itself a little band ; each mem- 
ber feeling that it is not strong in itself, and 
by itself, and therefore determined to join 
hand in hand with its class companions. My 
dear young friends, be more united in the 
work. Satan knows the value of union, for 
he seeks to destroy it among us. He knows 
that if he can keep our school with only a 
few collectors and subscribers working f(»: 

i2 
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GcmI in it, the work will seem heavy ; but 
that if you go forth in bands, helping, encou- 
raging, and cheering each other, the work 
will be sweeter and appear lighter : while he 
himself tries to unite his followers in one de- 
termined effort against Christ. Yes, he has 
thousands who are in his service, united with 
him to do all the harm they can do to Christ's 
cause and to Christ's followers, wherever 
they are to be found. But, oh 1 do not you 
be united with him; but unite with God's 
people to hasten God's kingdom. Remember 
the locust's lesson to us ; it bids us be united 
—united in love, united in effort, united in 
prayer. 

But we are better off than the locusts — 
" they have no king." We have : — Jesus is 
our King. He has promised us success, even 
if we stand alone ; although He kindly per- 
mits us to go forth in bands for our mutual 
encouragement and support. 

And now, fourthly, what can we learn from 
the Spider ? *^ The spider taketh hold with 
her hands, and is in kings' houses." Another 
lesson for our missionary helpers. Patient 
PERSEYERANCE. Look at a spider's web ; with 
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what patient industiy it weaves its web ; ho# 
exquisitely fine each thread, and jet how soon 
the efforts of many hours are swept away bj 
the hand of man in a moment. But does the 
spider give up working in despair? Oh, no ! 
Again and again it renews its toil; and 
although every man's hand is against it, it 
perseveres until it is even to be found in 
kings' palaces. It is with this lesson of per- 
severance we must conclude. Remember, 
dear young friends, " he that endureth to the 
end^ the same shall be saved." Persevere, 
then. Keep on praying every day of your 
life; keep on reading your Bible every day 
of your life ; keep on looking to Jesus as your 
only Saviour, until you draw your last breath ; 
and, finally, we shall hope to meet in that 
glorious palace in heaven above. But you 
must remember, if you and I are to meet one 
another there, we must persevere, and take 
pains about our souls. We must fight against 
sin daily. We must plead with God with 
earnest entreaty to give us the infiuences of 
his Holy Spirit; and we must continue to 
plead ; we must persevere in prayer. 

And although we must feel our utter weak- 

I 3 



90 THE FOUR LITTLE THINGS. 

ness, feel that we are but " feeble folk," " a 
people not strong," " vessels of small quan- 
tity, vessels of cups;" yet may we be "ex- 
ceeding wise." Let us, then, seek this 
wisdom. "Wisdom is the principal thing," 
therefore get wisdom. 60 to the Source of 
wisdom ; you know where that is. " If any 
one lack wisdom, let him ask of God ;" and 
" He is faithful who has promised." Try and 
become babes, that you may be wise. Ask 
for help to unlearn all that you have learnt 
that is evil. Try and learn only that which 
is good. Store your mind with heavenly 
wisdom ; it is the only thing that can make 
you happy in this world ; it is the only thing 
that can give you peace when you come to 
die. Oh, "get wisdom, then, and with all 
thy getting get understanding." 

May God incline your hearts to seek this 
wisdom ; and may He answer your prayer by 
giving you the richest outpourings of his 
heavenly wisdom, for Jesus Christ's sake. 
Amen. 



ZACCHEUS. 

Luke xix. 5. 

" ZaccheuSf make haste and come down, for 
to-day I must abide at thy house,** 

Mr DEAR YOUNG Friends, — As I was reading 
the Bible, the other evening, I came to that 
interesting narrative of Zaccheus from which 
I have taken the text for to-day. It appeared 
to me full of useful and very encouraging les- 
sons; so I at once chose it to talk to jou 
about. I will begin by reading the history 
exactly as St. Luke records it : — " And Jesus 
entered and passed through Jericho. And, 
behold, there was a man named Zaccheus, 
which was the chief among the publicans, and 
he was rich. And he sought to see Jesus 
who He was; and could not for the press, 
because he was little of stature. And he ran 
before, and climbed up into a sycamore tree 
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to see Him: for He was to pass that way. 
And when Jesus came to the place, He looked 
up, and saw him, and said unto him, Zaccheus, 
make haste, and come down; for to-day I 
must abide at thj house. And he made haste, 
and came down, and received him joyfully. 
And when they saw it, they all murmured, 
saying, That He was gone to be guest with a 
man that is a sinner. And Zaccheus stood» 
and said unto the Lord; Behold, Lord, the 
half of my goods I give to the poor ; and if 
I have taken any thing from any man by 
false accusation, I restore him fourfold. And 
Jesus said unto him. This day is salvation 
come to this house, forasmuch as he also is a 
son of Abraham, For the Son of man is 
come to seek and to save that which was lost." 

Having now read the narrative to you, I 
think your minds will be better prepared for> 
the consideration of three chief features of 
interest, which we now propose to notice, in 
this most important event in the life of Zac- 
cheus. 

!L What Zaccheus did. He did what I 
want you to do, for I consider this narrative 
peculiarly adapted to the young. He was 
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very earnest in his seeking after Jesus. It 
was Jesus, and Jesus only, he wanted to see ; 
and nothing could keep him from attaining 
his object. This is just the spirit we desire 
to see among you — earnestness in desiring to 
see Jesus, and trying to get as near to Him 
as you can. This is beautifully taught to us 
in this history by the difficulties he met with, 
and the manner in which he overcAne them. 
Let us notice two of them, and see if you have 
not the same difficulties to contend against; 
and if you find that you have, learn from 
Zaccheus how to overcome them. 

We read, ^' He could not get at Him for 
the press." Dear children, the world's throng 
will try and keep you away; class com- 
panions will tempt you to stray from Christ ; 
they will stand before you, so that you shall 
not, if they can help it, get even a glimpse of 
Jesus. I know hundreds of people, but out 
of them all, there are very few who ever help 
me to get a view of Jesus ; numbers, who 
do not care to see Him themselves, would tempt 
me to be careless also, and I doubt not i# is 
the same with you. Love, then, those friends, 
and value those friends who try to lead you 
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to Jesus. We do not read that Zaccheus had 
anj friend willing to take him by the hand, 
and show him where Jesus was to be found. 
You have your teachers; oh, love them, — 
they are true friends to you ; and a true friend 
is scarce indeed I 

But I notice another difficulty Zaccheus 
had to contend against. He was ^* little in 
stature.** And so, dear children, are you. You 
look at the rich man, and you envy him, and 
perhaps think how pleased God must be with 
him, when he gives so much money away ; 
and you turn your eyes to yourself, and you 
think with contempt of your own halfpenny 
or farthing offered to the Missionary Society, 
and are tempted, perhaps, to say, " What is 
the use of my mite ?" You are afraid God 
will not notice it. But are you right ? Sup-* 
pose Zaccheus had said, ^^ I am so little, the 
throng prevent me from seeing Jesus, I will 
not try any more," he would have lost all we 
know he gained ; and so it will be with you. 
True it is that you are ** feeble folk ; ** true it 
is that you are ^^ vessels of small quantity ;** 
true it is that you are '^ little ones ;" but do 
not let this discourage you. Remember 
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God's test is, '^ Hath she done what she 
could ?** and if He is assured of that, He will 
give as rich a blessing to you as to the Queen 
upon her throne. What did Zaccheus do? 
Let us read. ** When he could not get at 
Him for the press, he climbed up into a syca- 
more tree." He climbed up. I notice here 
his acdviiy. Oh, we ^ant more of this spirit, 
— of the spirit of the little child, who, when 
asked on a very cold day, if he were not 
frozen, said, ^' Oh, no, I am too busy to 
freeze.'' Or, to look higher still, we want 
more of the spirit of our blessed Saviour, who 
*^ went about^^ doing good, seeking out oppor- 
tunities, making opportunities, to be usefuL 

II. Whom Zacchsus sought. Zaccheus 
sought to see Jesus. Oh, what would I not 
give if I could only look round this room to- 
day and feel that we were all, like Zaccheus, 
seeking Jesus ; that you, dear young friends, 
had come, willing and anxious to see Him; 
and, like the two disciples of John the Baptist 
of old, to spend a day with Him, and wishing 
to learn to love Him. 

Would that such were indeed the case. 
Happy school would this be ! — ^a bright spot 
in this dark and sinful world. 
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III. What Zaccheus obtained. What 
was the result of his climbing up into the 
sycamore tree ? " He saw Jestis** Have you 
ever seen Jesus ? Have you ever seen Him 
as your Saviour? Zaccheus saw Him as 
such. But is this all I have to say? Ob, 
no ; the Saviour saw him. Long before he 
looked upon Jesus, Jesus looked upon him. 
That eye, ever full of pity and compassion, 
saw Zaccheus ; saw his wicked heart, with all 
its corrupt motives, and yet longed to save 
him. Yes, Jesus saw him, and that look was 
quite enough. Zaccheus, the once covetous 
publican, was now an Israelite indeed. Jesus, 
with the same eye of tenderest compassion, is 
looking now upon you, and saying, **Look 
unto me and be saved." Oh, do not turn 
your eyes from Him ; but look earnestly, 
faithfully, hopefully at Him, for He has bid 
you seek Him, and has never said, '* Seek ye 
my face in vain." 

But, further, Jesus says, " Zaccheus, make 
haste, and come down.*' Notice, He calls 
him by name. God knows all his people by 
name. He knows his sheep's age, and his 
little Iambs* age too, and '^they know Him, and 
hear his voice, and a stranger will they not 
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follow." Are jour names written in the 
Lamb's book of life ? ** Zaccheos, make 
haste." ''Make haste," God sajs to jou ; 
make haste to give Me your hearts in early 
youth ; make haste to redeem time. Oh^ be 
then like Zaccheus — " make haste, and come 
down." Come down — ^it may be from the 
heights of your own fancies as to the way 
of salvation — and receive the Gospel meekly 
and lowly as a little child. 

Make haste — and why ? Look at the 5th 
verse, "For to-day I must abide at thy 
house." 

Sweet familiarity this ! Christ and the 
sinner ! Christ and Zaccheus ! Does Jesus 
abide at our house ? Is He a welcome guest 
with us ? Is it a name we love to mention ? 
Can it be said to us, " Salvation is come to 
thine house" ? Have you yet learnt what 
that word salvation means ? It is a beau- 
tiful word to use, but it will be much 
more beautiful to enjoy its blessedness. 
I open my Bible, and I read that it is 
a word angels love to use ; they cannot 
understand it, but they love to sing about 
it Redeemed saints in heaven will chant 
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it, for they are the subjects 6f it, and 
know its blessed meaning in their own happj 
experience. I listen in the Sunday-school, 
and I hear it lisped forth by youthful voices, 
in words of thrilling sweetness : — 

** Salvation ! oh salvation ! 
The joyful sound proclaim.** 

Is it reaUy a "joyful sound" to you ? Do 
you know anything of its blessedness ? And 
have you done anything to make it known to 
others ? 

Once more notice : — Christ said, " Make 
haste and come down, for to-day I must abide 
at thy house." God, in his mercy, is speak- 
ing to you, and saying the same thing : " To^ 
day I am willing to be thy Saviour." 

Happy ZaccheuB, to obey ! If thou hadst 
delayed till to-morrow, most probably it would 
have been too hUe. Children, salvation is 
offered to you to-day. Accept it thankfully, 
receive it joyfully; give up your idol sins, 
whatever they are ; spend as much time as 
you can with Jesus ; kneel before Him in 
frequent earnest prayer ; worship Him, sing 
praises to Him, try to imitate Him ; and then 
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hereafler, through His merits (not your own)^ 
you will see Him, and be with Him for ever 
and ever. That is the meaning of the word 
salvation. Do not be afraid that heaven was 
not intended for such as you. Do not fear 
that there is no room in heaven for such as 
you ! Its gates are open day and night. Let 
thousands be brought in to-day, and to- 
morrow, and every day whilst the world lasts, 
the cry would still come down, " Yet there is 
room.'* 

But you must seek this salvation at once ; 
you need it, for you have sinned. Yes, little 
one, the youngest who hears my voice to«day, 
you need it. You cannot get to heaven with- 
out it — and my dear fellow-teachers, do not 
forget to teach this truth — ^but with it we 
shall be happy here and for ever. Choose, 
then, this day whom you will serve, and may 
God enable you to choose ''that better part 
which shall not be taken away from you." 
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THE LITTLE CAPTIVE MAID. 

2 Kings y. 4. 

'^ And one went in and told his lord, saying^ 
Thus and thus said the maid that is of the 
land of Israel.^ 

My dear young Friends, — Mj self-imposed 
duty to-day is a very pleasing one ; it is to 
bring before you a Bible character, whose 
example it will be well for us to imitate, and 
whose history, brief as it is, abounds with 
useful and encouraging thoughts. I shall not 
speak, except in passing, of the wonderful 
cure of Naaman the leper, nor stop to show 
you how his disease was a type of that far 
more grievous leprosy, the leprosy of sin ; 
but shall rather look at the history of this 
little captive girl just as I find it in this 
chapter, and put before you some of the 
thoughts that have occurred to me, as I have 
reflected upon its sacred words. 



THE LITTLB CAPTIVE MAID. 101 

The hlBtorj is told us with that nmplicUy 
that always accompanies trnthfulness, and 
which is the peculiar charm of the Holj Scrip* 
tures. Thehistorjissimplythis. "There lived 
in Syria a captain named Naaman. He was in 
great fayour with his king, because he had 
fought many battles, and saved his country, but 
in the midst of all his honour, he was a leper. 
This was a sad affliction ; no one could give 
him relief, and all his own money, all the 
power of the king, nothing could save and 
cure him. But among his servants was a 
little girl, who during the wars of Israel had 
been carried away captive from her home. 
She was now a poor slave, far away from her 
parents and those she loved, a stranger in a 
8ti*ange land. And as this little captive 
looked upon her master, she felt sorry for his 
disease, and wished he might again enjoy his 
health. Bat how was this to be accomplished ? 
One day she ventured to say to her mistress 
as she was waiting upon her, how much she 
wished her master would go to the prophet in 
Israel, who could cure him of his leprosy. 
This prophet was Elisha. When the master 
was told of the words of the young slave 
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girl, he believed them, and went and returned 
to his home quite cared." 

Now, as I look at this little girl, and think 
of the circumstances connected with her 
history, I cannot help loving her character. 
There is something in her whole behaviour so 
lovely, something so worth the imitating, that 
I have chosen it for our theme to-day. I 
intend to notice six points in her character, 
which I desire, with much affection and 
earnestness, to recommend to you to imi- 
tate. 

The first I will notice is, she WASFOBGivma. 
Stolen from her dear parents, she was now a 
poor slave ; yet, instead of feeling anger 
against her master, she only felt love and 
kindness ; no murmur escaped her lips, no 
bitter feeling possessed her soul — she was for* 
giving. Do not let our hearts be too proud 
to learn this beautiful lesson of a forgiving 
disposition, although it is taught us by a little 
captive maid ; but learn to return good for 
evil, blessing for cursing, if reviled, revile 
not again, forgive over and over again. It 
will make your pathway through life smoaihi 
where it would, if you acted otherwise, be 
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rough. It will adorn the Gospel which jott 
profess, and it will show to all who know you^ 
that you are not unmindful of the Scripture 
precept that says, '^ Be not overcome of evily 
but overcome evil with good.** • 

2. Again I look at this little girl, and I 
notice that she was oektle and unassuming. 
You will see this at once in the manner she 
offered advice. It was in the form of a wish. 
She did not boldly go up to her master aud 
tell him what he should do, but we read (and 
it is a beautiful point in her character), *^ she 
said unto her mistress." Let me try and 
impress this upon you with especial reference 
to your missionary collecting, to be gentle 
and unassuming. I don't wish to see yon 
timid and full of fear, but I do wish to see 
you gentle, meek, and unassuming. And 
when I tell you that yon may lose some of 
your contributors if as a collector you go 
rudely to work, and almost (as some children 
do) demand a subscription to your book, you 
will, I am sure, agree with me, that gentle* 
ness of manner is, after all, the most likely 
to succeed, as it is the most pleasing to 
witness ; for it wins favour, it gains friends, 

* Romans xli. 21. 
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it overcomes enemies, and, more than this, itr 
is following the example of Jesus. No one 
is more pleased than I am to look upon the 
beautiful face of a dear child, but I hope I 
never shall forget that there is a beantj far 
more lovely than this, a beauty that never 
fades, " an ornament " far more attractive in 
the eyes of God than a pretty face, and that 
is a child who possesses true genuine humility 
of soul, the ornament of a meek and quiet 
spirit. This is a treasure '* beyond price,** 
an ornament that never tarnishes; but the 
more you wear it and use it, the brighter and 
more lovely it appears. Learn, then, to be 
gentle, meek, and humble. 

3. But I notice, thirdly, that this little 
captive maid was courageous. Yes, she was 
very meek, but she was very brave. You and 
I can scarcely understand the amount d 
Christian courage she must have possessed. 
And I will tell you why. You must not for- 
get that she was a little Hebrew. " Her God 
was the God of Abraham, of Isaac, and of 
Jacob.** But she has been roughly torn away 
from all who loved God, and she is now a 
captive in Syria, a heathen land. But is she 
ashamed of her God? Is she ashamed to 
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speak of her minister, the prophet of the Lord? 
Oh, no 1 but out of an affectionate heart burst 
forth that earnest desire, "Would God my 
lord were with the prophet that is in Samaria, 
for he could recover him of his leprosy." Oh, 
mj dear boys and girls, seek to possess true 
Christian courage. Be willing to confess 
Christ wherever your lot may be cast ; in the 
week-day as well as on the Sunday ; in the 
shop^ the workshop, the counting-house^ the 
boarding-school, the day-school, in the quiet 
walk or in the bustle of life, abroad or at 
home, amongst the godless as well as the 
godly, never be ashamed of Christ or of his 
Gospel. May the language of that beautiful 
hymn express what you feel in your heart, 
when it says — 

** ABhamed of Jesus ! that dear Friend, 
On whom my hopes of heayen depend. 
No! when I blush, be this my shame — 
That I no more rerere his name. 

Ashamed of Jesus! yes, I may. 
When Tye no crimes to wash away. 
No tears to wipe, no joys to oraye. 
And no immortal soul to saye. 
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Till then, nor is the hoasting yain, 
Till then, I boast a SaTiomr slain ; 
And oh, may this my portion be, 
A Saviour not ashamed of me ! *' 

4. But I notice, foarthl j, she was truthful. 
I feel quite sure of this ; for if she had not 
been, Naaman would not have believed her, 
and followed her advice. Dear children, 
always speak the truth. God loves, God 
honours a truthful child. Oh, what a differ- 
ence there is in children in this respect! a 
difference in their very look I A truth-speak* 
ing child always meets you with an open 
smiling face, with the head uplifted, and an 
honest look ; but a liar dare not /(tee the Ught 
of truth. Dear children, always speak the 
truth, whatever the result may be, remember- 
ing what is written bj God concerning the 
untruthful, ''They that tell lies shalT not 
tarry in his sight."* Yes, then, be 
truthful. 

o. We now notice next, that this little girl 

was INTERESTED IN THE WELFARE OF OTHERS. 

And here we come to a direct missionary lesson. 
She really wished Naaman to be healed ; she 

* Psalm ci. 7. 
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earnestly desired his recovery^ and did all she 
could to tell him of one who could cure him* 
Is our zeal for the recovery of the heathen 
equal to hers ? But perhaps you say you are 
too young, too little, too helpless, to do any- 
thing yet. Oh, but you must not say that. 
She was young, she was little, every dis« 
advantage was hers, but " she did what she 
could/' she expressed a desire ; and so can you. 
Turn your desires for the heathen into prayers. 
" God does not despise children's prayers. God 
hears the cry of the spirit in a child's soul, as 
well as in a man's. The prayer for the con- 
version of the heathen is as sweet to Him 
when breathed from a Sunday-scholar's heart, 
as from a minister's." Who can tell what 
blessings the prayers of pious children have 
drawn down upon the missionary cause ? Show 
your interest then in the welfare of those who 
are perishing in heathen darkness, by praying 
for them. 

6. Again, she had faith. She believed 
that Elisha, the prophet of the Lord, had 
power to heal Naaman of his leprosy, and this 
led her to active effort, to make his power 
known, or rather God's power in him known. 
I must again remind you that she saw a 
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captive. There was everjthing to discoura^ 
her ; she was young, she was little, she was 
amongst strangers, and these strangers were 
heathen ; '' and sure I am that if the J07 of 
the Lord had not been her strength, she would 
have had no spirit to work. She would have 
pined after her home amongst the hills of 
Samaria, and when she thought of the plea- 
sant cottage from which fierce ruffians had 
torn her away, and named over to herself one 
by one the playfellows she would never see 
again, she would have broken her young 
heart, and sat down in sulky silence, or per- 
haps have died. But she loved the Lord God 
of Israel, and as He had sent her to Damascus, 
and into the house of a heathen lady, she at 
once made up her mind, and set to work right 
earnestly, and soon began to take a real inte- 
rest in her new abode." Children, are we 
anxious to direct any one of the heathen to 
that greater prophet than Elisha, even Jesus ^ 
Have we the same confidence in Him that 
this little captive had in Elisha? Do we 
believe that his blood can wash away all sin? 
Has it washed away ours? Useless, worse 
than useless is it for us to give our pence, our 
time, or even our pr^ers, for the heathen^ 
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Tinless we first feel an interest in the blessed 
Saviour ourselves. 

Let me teach this to you in a very pleasing 
way. A teacher was telling her class about 
the Saviour's kingdom. She told them that 
it was a kingdom of joy and love ; peace 
dwelt there. That it was a kingdom upon 
which the Sun of righteousness shone, and in 
its clear sky hung the star of Bethlehem. 
The ey^s of the children grew bright with 
interest as they listened to their teacher, and 
they longed to know more about a state so 
glorious. The teacher then said, "What will 
you do to help on the Saviour's kingdom? 
What yrill^ou do, James ?" she said, address- 
ing a little boy. " I will give my 'pennies to 
the missionaries, and they shall preach to the 
heathen." *^ And what will you do, George ?" 
George looked thoughtfully, and said, "I will 
pray for it." " And what will you do, John ? " 
said the teacher, addressing the least in her 
class. He cast down his eyes, and then softly 
said, "I will give my heart to it." The 
teacher breathed a silent prayer that Jesus 
might take the offering. 

Now, these three answers comprehend all 
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we can do for Jesus. It is good to give our 
money and our prayers, but the first thing we 
must do, the best gift we can offer, is to give 
up our hearts to the Saviour. If you honestly 
wish to advance his kingdom, you must first 
•give yourself; then you will pray, and God 
will hear your prayer ; then you will give, and 
collect, and God will bless your influence. 
What we desire for you is that your life 
should be one earnest endeavour to do good 
to your fellow-creatures. We want you to 
help us in spreading the knowledge of a 
Saviour in distant lands. Would that we 
could see our school earnest in seeking to 
hasten the coming of the Lord ; but we never 
shall, until you really and deeply love the 
Lord Jesus. Only get to love Him, and you 
have everything. " Love to Jesus is religion ; 
if, therefore, we would see you happy, useful, 
holy children, you must be Christ-loving 
children. If you have no love to Christ, you 
are none of his. But if you have a little love, 
only a little, a little drop, almost frozen with 
the coldness of your icy hearty oh, seek for 
more, cry for the Holy Spirit to give you 
more, until you find your love increasing, 
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rising higher and higher, drowning your be- 
setting sins, drowning your guilty fears, and 
filling your soul with a peace which passeth 
understanding." Look even beyond this little 
captive maid, look to Jesus ; see how He 
worked, what an example He set I No oppor- 
tunity did He ever lose. He could look 
back on the weary days and sleepless nights 
of his ministry ; and from the silent twilight 
of Gethsemane's garden He could review a 
whole lifetime, and see not one word He would - 
wish to recall, not one act He would wish to 
alter. He knew there was no omission, no 
defect; and on Calvary's cross He could utter 
those memorable words, " It is finished." He 
was the first and He was the last that could 
say this, but we may, through his strength, 
and in a degree imitate Him. We may en- 
gage in works, young as we are, feeble as we 
are, which will cause many to rise up and call 
us blessed. We may plant seeds, the pleasant 
fruits of which hundreds may reap when we 
ourselves shall be no more. 

We look once more to our little history of 
the captive. She had heb encouragement 
AND REWARD. Naaman was healed of his 

L 2 
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leprosy I Such encouragement, in a far 
higher sense, God gives to you who sincerely 
engage in missionary work. " His word 
shall not return unto Him void.** You may 
not, like this little captive girl did, see the 
result of your effort, but eternity shall make 
it known. " The tract distributed, the Bible 
sent, the juvenile collection made, may each 
and aU be blessed by God ; but you may 
know nothing of it until you enter heaven ; 
but sweet surprisals will await you there. 
The smallest effort shall not be unremem- 
bered ; you may have made no memorandum 
of the collection, but in the book of remem- 
brance it will all be written. What an im- 
pulse this gives to effort. Oh, strive then, 
dear young friends, strive to obtain an abun- 
dant entrance and a full reward. Seek to be 
useful, to be so useful that the world will 
miss you when away; or, at any rate, whether 
they miss you or not, seek to be so useful 
that in a better world many may welcome 
you as you enter it, and many follow you 
when you have long been there." 

There is only one thought more which I 
would mention, and that is, that all these 
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J07S and all these glorious hopes we owe to 
Jesus' dying love. Heaven and all its joys 
are not merited by us ; it is the gift and 
purchase of another. It is this that makes 
heaven doubly dear. God grant that we 
each may reach its happy shore, and if we 
are so happy, through the merits of Jesus 
Christ, as to do so, I am sure we shall not, as 
we talk over the efforts we have made here 
on earth to do good to others, say how much 
we haVe done, but rather how little^ and only 
wish that we had done very much more. 
Resolve, then, with me to-day, in the name 
of the Lord, to make the effort now. Let us 
be forgiving, gentle, humble, truthful, cou- 
rageous, interested in the welfare of others^ 
and have full faith in the power, the pro- 
mises, and the love of God, and God will do 
the rest for us — that which we cannot do for 
ourselves — wash us from our sins, sanctify 
us with his Holy Spirit, and finally, through 
Christ, take us to heaven. 
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Luke xy. 18. 
" / will arise and go to my Fattier P 

My dear TOtJNG Friends, — ^Who does not 
know the parable of the Prodigal Son ? and 
who that knows it but loves to read it, and to 
think of it again and again ? How many 
eyes have looked at it till they have filled 
with tears ! " How many hearts have melted 
before it I How many a penitent has it first 
inspired with hope ! 

Now I ask, why is it so interesting ? what 
is the secret of its softening, subduing in- 
fluence ? Do you think it is simply because 
the narrative is so touchingly told, and in 
such minute detail, showing us the errors of 
the wanderer, his sufferings, his bitter tears, 
his penitential return, the melting heart of 
that tender parent who ran to welcome to bis 
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arms and weep over his lost son, all told in 
language so real, so simple, so life-like, that 
we feel that we are actually spectators of the 
happy meeting — is this its secret charm that 
rivets our attention, fixes our thoughts, 
softens our hearts ? I think not. This may 
lend interest to the picture, but its chief 
power of attraction I think is this, — We see 
in it a picture of ourselveSy we feel that we 
are a parti/ concerned, that in the wayward- 
ness, folly, and ingratitude of the prodigal 
we see our own ; and in the love of his 
parent, who could forget his unkindness and 
open his arms with joy to receive him, we 
see set forth the boundless love of our hea- 
venly Father, and our heart melts at the 
recital, and we feel the same impulse that filled 
the bosom of that prodigal son filling ours, and 
we cannot repress the utterance of his noble 
resolve, " I will arise and go to my Father." 
God grant that this may be the happy 
result with us this afternoon — ^that young 
prodigals, who have pandered far from their 
heavenly Father, may hear of and believe in 
their welcome to return, and may enter into 
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the embraces of His outstretched ahns who 
has promised to forget all their sins, and to 
crown them with His loving-kindnesses and 
tender mercies. 

We will take up the words of the parable 
just as they occur, but we will arrange them 
under seven heads, for your help and 
guidance : — 

The Father's House — The Request — The 
Departure — The Absence — The Resolve — 
The Return— The Welcome. 

I. Let us say a few words about the Fa- 
ther's House, the young man's home. 

We are not told much about it in the parable, 
but, from what we see of the father's character 
and affection in the after part of the parable, 
I do not think it difficult to picture it to our 
mind ; and this I will endeavour to do in 
order to teach you from it a very useful 
lesson. It was, I said, the young man's 
home; and, oh, what deep meaning there is 
in that one word — home I Home, sweet 
home ! How it speaks of parental watching, 
and praying, and tenderness of brotherly ^d 
sisterly affection, of unselfish love ; every 
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want supplied, every lawful wish gratified, 
every kindness exhibited ! How it speaks of 
happiness, and of confiding love I 

Such was this young man's home, and 
what is its lesson to us ? I must take your 
minds back to the time when Adam and Eve 
were sinless in Eden, for its spiritual parallel. 
There was their home — a home that might 
have been ours — ^a holy, happy home. It 
was a bright, a peaceful home. No an^y 
passions ever marred their joy ; everything 
in nature was beautiful without, and their 
own heart's affections, so long as they cen- 
tred in their Creator, God, calm and unruffled 
within. With God for their Father, their 
Counsellor, their Companion, how happy 
they must have been ! Who could wish to 
leave such a home as that ? 

But did that home, with all its attractions, 
continue to satisfy them ? Let us go back to 
our parable, and in looking at the prodigal 
we shall find the answer to the question, and 
this shall be our second head. 

II. The Request. " And the younger of 
them said, ' Father, give me the portion of 
goods that falleth to me.' And he divided 
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unto them his living." Here was the first 
outbreak of his discontent, "Father, give 
me." It was not the language of a loving 
and contented son, was it ? The father's 
language to him had always been, " Son, 
thou art ever with me, and all that I have 
is thine." It could not have been that he 
wanted money. No, dear young friends, that 
was not his reason. But it was this : — He 
hM grown tired of the restraints, those whole' 
some restraints of home. That parent's eye, 
that always had looked on him with love, 
now became unpleasant to him. There were 
limits to test his love and obedience, beyond 
which he must not go, as long as he was 
under his parent's roof ; and he thought if he 
could but become his own master, with no 
parent's eye to watch him, these limits could 
be passed ; and, with an effort which doubt- 
less cost him much unhappy feeling, he 
sought out his parent and said, " Father, give 
me. 

Can we not see a parallel here to that sad 
history of our first parents, Adam and Eve, 
and of ourselves also ? When man first fell, 
it was his heart that declined first from God. 
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And is not that now the cause of our desires 
to avoid these wholesome restraints and limits 
that our heavenly Father, for our good, places 
upon us, and makes us wish to follow our 
own plans in defiance of a parent's will ? 
And does not this feeling show itself in our 
dislike to talk of, and to talk to, our heavenly 
Parent — dislike to be where we feel He will 
be present, and our unwillingness to obey his 
commands ? And at last we get so bold in 
our waywardness that our language is, — 
" Father, give me the portion of goods that 
falleth to me ;" that is, " let me do as I like/' 
This brings us to our third point. 

IIL The Departure. "And not many 
days after, the younger son gathered all to- 
gether, and took his journey into a far 
country." 

I can almost imagine I hear one of our 
scholars say, " Oh ! why did the father yield 
to his request ? why did he not refuse and 
'prevent the unhappiness that we know fol- 
lowed?" 

Dear children, I answer, " Why should 
he ? His son's heart was gone from home, 
why retain the body ? The heart is the man, 
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not the body ; the body is but the outward 
covering, and when the son showed by his 
request that his heart was prodigal^ it was a 
very insignificant thing that his body should 
be kept JiliaV^ 

Well, "not many days after," he left his 
home — that happy place that had been the 
scene of so much real enjoyment. Foolish 
young man I you know not what miseries 
wait upon such a step. Oh, that you would 
but pause for one moment I Think of your 
father's love, and of the ingratitude of such 
a step ! It is not too late. Although you 
have gathered all together, and are ready to 
start for a foreign land, unpack your treasure, 
leave not your father's home. 

Such is the lesson we would address to you 
to-day. I sound a solemn note in the ears of 
our elder scholars this afternoon, and with 
affectionate earnestness I would say, if, in 
the course of the prodigal up to now you 
have seen yourself reflected as in a mirror — 
if now you have gathered your all together, 
your strength, your youthful powers, your 
talents — if you have reached that sad period 
of your history that you caa say, "Father, 
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give me the portion of goods that falleth to 
me, that I may do as I like, spend them as I 
will/* oh, see in the folly of this prodigal 
your own. Stop, I beseech you, grieve not 
your heavenly Father's heart by such a fatal 
course, but go to your heavenly Parent, con- 
fess your error, ask Him to admit you into 
the embraces of that love which you have 
forfeited, but which He has never ceased to 
feel towards you, and avoid those fearful 
consequences that are sure to attend you if 
you get into that far country of sin and vice 
where your Father's name is never men- 
tioned, except in ridicule, and where your joy 
will soon be turned into bitter sorrow and 
regrets. 

And is this appeal in vain ? Are you de- 
termined, in spite of the pleadings of God's 
Holy Spirit, to try the pleasures of sin in 
this far distant country ? We must, then, 
proceed with the narrative — we must, as a 
faithful teacher, show you the consequences of 
sin. 

IV. The Absence. The unhappy step is 
taken ! Away from a parent's roof, he is 
now a stranger in a strange land. What are 

M 
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bis hopes ? He hopes to be happy. Does 
be realize his hopes ? You shall read for 
yourselves. Turn to the 13th and following 
verses to the 16th. He feels he has made a 
bad bargain ; he has exchanged the happy 
mirth of his once happy home for the hollow 
" laughter of fools ;" he has exchanged the 
friendship and love of his father for the 
hollow, deceitful "friendship of the world, 
which worketh death ;" he has spent bis 
portion ; his summer friends, who crowded 
round him in his prosperity, now, like the 
swallow, leave him in the winter of his ad- 
versity. His thoughts turn to the home be 
has left, the love he has forfeited, the ingrati- 
tude be has shown, and in anguish of heart 
be cries out, " How many hired servants of 
my father have bread enough, and to spare, 
and I perish with hunger !" 

Dear children, we all of us, in our degree, 
have left our home, wandered away from our 
heavenly Parent, and have followed our own 
sinful heart's desires. Some of us, I trust, 
have returned with a repentant heart to our 
heavenly Father ; but some of us are just in 
the condition of the prodigal son where now 
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we find him. Standing alone, as it were, we 
begin to be in want ; we have tried the plea- 
sures of sin, but they have not satisfied us ; 
we have feelings within us which this world 
cannot meet. We are not happy. How can 
we be away from home ? What can we do ? 
Is this the feeling of any anxious, inquiring 
scholar here to-day, who already has tasted 
of sin and its bitter fruits ? Here is your 
hope : oh, listen whilst we now turn to the 
last three heads of our consideration, and may 
your sorrow find its relief where the prodigal 
found his, in wending your way back to the 
Father's house, where alone is happiness and 
peace. 

V. The Resolve. " And when he came 
to himself he said, How many hired servants 
of my father have bread enough, and to spare, 
and I perish with hunger ! I will arise and 
go to my father." 

Happy prodigal son ! This is a noble re- 
solve ; you have done wrong, but you are 
not too proud to confess it. Why did you 
not thus resolve before ? And, my dear 
young friends, do you ask, " Who was it put 
that happy thought into his mind " ? It was 

M 2 
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the prompting of that good Spirit who pleads 
with you to-day. 

Do you not feel something within now 
causing you to feel yourself in the position of 
the prodigal, and is not the feeling of your 
heart now, ^'I will arise and go to my 
Father"? Make this resolve this afternoon^ 
not in your own strength, but in the strength 
of Jesus. Remember that it is only *^ through 
Jesus Christ our Lord" you can come to the 
Father at alL Hear his own words : " No 
man cometh unto the Father but by me." 
Oh ! come then, I repeat, in the strength of 
Jesus. Ask Him in prayer to cause you to 
feel your error, and to resolve at once to seek 
forgiveness, where alone it may be found, at 
the feet of your loving heavenly Father. 

VI. But our sixth point — The Return — 
is a most important one. Not only did the 
prodigal resolve, but he actually '^ arose and 
came to his father." Resolutions are good if 
they result in action ; but they are worse 
than useless unless they do. How many 
** resolve and re-resolve and die the same.** 
Do not let us then simply resolve, but let us 
go at once. Do not plead you do not know 
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what to say. We have the very words of 
prayer supplied, " Father, I have sinned 
against heaven, and before Thee." 'Tis all 
He needs. Before we can bend the knee, He 
will meet us with forgiveness ; no mention 
shall be made hereafter by Him of our sins ; 
when He forgives, He forgives completely, 
and the once prodigal shall be restored to his 
heavenly Father. 

But does any young person say, "I dare 
not come, I am not worthy ** ? Does any feel 
himself so vile that he^ar; that there can be 
no forgiveness for him ? Look at the pro- 
digal, and be encouraged to come. You will 
not find peace, perhaps, all at once. As you 
approach, conscience will become active, and 
accuse you ; but, as the work of God's Spirit 
operates upon your heart, you will see more 
and more of the loveliness of Jesus ; the 
gracious character of God will unfold itself ; 
you will remember that your reception de- 
pends not upon what you are, but upon what 
God is, and you will never regret having 
yielded to the strivings of that Good Spirit 
who lov^ to see you restored and happy. 

VII. Not only will you be received and 

M 3 
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forgiven, but you will meet with a joyous 
Welcome. 

Never did Jacob with such joy weep over 
the neck of his Joseph as thy heavenly 
Father will rejoice over thee upon thy return 
to jBim. Look at the remainder of this 
parable : see how the venerable father lays 
aside his state, and forgetteth his years. 
Behold him I He runneth. (Oh, the haste 
that mercy makes ; the sinner makes not half 
the speed.) Mercy spies him out at the 
distance, forgets his riotous courses, receives 
him with open arms, clasps him round the 
neck, forgets his rags, kisses his lips, calls for 
the fatted calf, the best robe, the rings, the 
shoes, the best cheer in his store, the best 
attire in his wardrobe. Yes ; the joy cannot 
be contained in one breast, others must be 
called in to share. 

Thus is it, and much more, with your 
heavenly Father at your repentance and 
return. You will be the object of the Father's 
delight, the joy of the whole feast. Angels 
will rejoice: amidst the harmonies of their 
thousand harpings, of whose music we can 
have no fit idea ; the sighs that proceed from 
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your contrite heart will penetrate and ring 
with sweetest melody in an angel's ear. And 
they too will chant an anthem over your con- 
version. I listen, hut I cannot yet catch its 
strain, hut methinks this is the hurden of their 
one continued song of joy, Hallelujah ! Halle- 
lujah! "For this my son was dead, and is 
alive again. He was lost, and is found." 

Yes, dear young friends, there is joy in the 
presence of the angels of God over one sinner 
that repenteth. Shall heaven's courts ahove 
resound this afternoon with rejoicings over 
you ? Oh, let them, as they look down upon 
this assembly, and see you repenting, sorrow- 
ing, turning from your sin — ^let them go back 
to kindred spirits there, and^hout concerning 
you, " Another sinner saved ! " " Another 
prodigal returned ! " 

And when we shall meet them face io face 
above, we shall be able then to join with 
them in that one continued song, which saints 
and angels shall sing together before the 
throne. Saints and angels shall sing together, 
" Unto Him that loved us ; " then saints shall 
sing alone, " And washed us from our sins in 
his own blood/' then both together again, 
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^'And hath made us kings and priests unto 
God and his Father : to Him be glory and 
dominion for ever and ever/' 

May God bring us all to that happy home ; 
for Jesus Christ's sake. Amen. 



THE GOSPEL FEAST- 

LuKB xrv. 17. 
" Come ; for all things are now ready P 

My deab touns Friends, — I feel sure that if 
I were to announce in our school this after- 
noon that I had an invitation for all of you 
from Queen Victoria to go to an entertain- 
ment in her palace, every voice would be 
hushed, every ear would be attentive, waiting 
in breathless silence to receive the gracious 
message ; and until the day arrived when you 
were to go, it would be the one constant 
thought of your mind. How anxious, too, 
would you be about ybur appearance, your 
dress, and your behaviour I But, strange to say, 
when- 1 have an invitation for you from Him 
who is Queen Victoria's Lord, from Him 
before whom all crowned heads must one day 
bow, and monarchs must lay their sceptres, it 
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falls lightly upon the ear of most of jou, 
perhaps is listened to for a moment, and then 
forgotten, and so the invitation is sent in vain, 
the feast is prepared in vain, you ^^ begin to 
make excuse.** I pray God this may not be 
the case here to-day. I have an invitation 
for you. It is from JestM, It is for you. 
This is the invitation, ** Come ; for all things 
are now ready." May God by His Holy 
Spirit prepare your hearts to accept it, and 
may you go in this very night, and sup with 
Him, and He with you, and, as you rise from 
the feast refreshed and satisfied, may your 
grateful heart be led to exclaim, ** He brought 
me into His Banqueting House, and His 
banner over me was love." I do very earnestly 
hope that the parable I have selected will be 
interesting to you. The figure used is a very 
striking one. It represents to us the rich 
blessings of the Gospel under the figure of a 
''great supper," thid supper in Eastern 
countries being the principal meaL We are 
told that invitations were first sent out out to 
certain persons who either were too busy, or 
too indifferent to accept them. This much 
displeased the Master of the Feast, who had 
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but one object in inviting them, viz., one of 
kindness, and who declared that none of those 
thus bidden, and who refused, should taste of 
his supper. He, however, was anxious that 
his table should be furnished with guests ; he 
therefore again sent out his servants into the 
highways and hedges, with free permission to 
invite the poorest and the most miserable 
they could find. These knew too well the 
value of the invitation to refuse to accept it, 
and they enjoyed that which the others so 
foolishly, so ungraciously refused. With this 
brief outline before us, and earnestly asking 
the Divine blessing upon this address, we 
will speak of five points in the narrative : — 

The Master of the Feast. 

The Guests. 

The Invitation. 

The Excuses. 

The Banquet. 

Firstly, then. The Master op the Feast. 
To give such a feast, and to such guests, we 
may suppose these two things : — That He was 
rich, and that He was good or kind. 

Dear children, the Master of the feast to 
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which we are invited is Jesas himself. To 
sit down at the table with Him, then, is to sit 
with royalty itself. It is when we think of 
this, and then consider (as we shall do in the 
next place) who are the guests, the poor, 
maimed, the halt, and the blind, that we are 
struck with the amazing love of Jesus, the 
Master of the feast. Yes, dear children. He 
who invites you to-day is none other than 
Jesus himself — ^that same Jesus who wil- 
lingly became a babe in Bethlehem's cradle, 
grew up a man of sorrow and acquainted 
with grief; He who was rich, yet for our 
sakes became poor ; He who lived a painful 
life, died a cruel death, rose triumphant from 
the grave, and ascended into heaven. He it 
is who now calls you to the Gospel feast. 
Jesus will be glad to see children sit at 
his table. His language, tender, affectionate, 
and persuasive, is, ^^ Suffer the lUde children 
to come unto me, and forbid them not." 
Jesus invites you by his word, by his Holy 
Spirit, by his messengers, your teachers, to 
come — invites you to a feast at which He 
himself is present. More than this, He will 
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provide all we need. Do we want raiment ? 
Do we want a robe in which to appear before 
God ? He provides even this — ^the spotless 
robe of his own righteousness. Put in your 
petition for a share of this raiment this very 
afternoon to the Master of the feast, and thus, 
washed from sin by his blood, and clothed by 
faith in his righteousness, may you then be 
able to appear " complete in Christ." 

We speak, secondly, of the Guests. 

Perhaps some may say. Surely the guests of 
so great a person will be no other than the 
rich, the noble, the great of the earth. 
Nothing of the kind, dear children. To be 
simple and clear to you, you are the invited 
guests. Christ's message is, ''Go into the 
highways and hedges : ** go, tell every 
little child you meet, even be it shoeless, 
friendless, homeless, that I shall be glad to 
see him sit down at my table. Whatsoever 
his sins and his rebellions may have been, go 
and carry to him my invitation. Tell him 
these glad tidings, that if he will but come he 
shall have the best robe I have, rings for his 
lingers, and shoes for his feet ; and he shall 
feast at my table ; yea, he shall sup with me, 

N 
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and I with him. Do not say now you have 
never been invited. The invitation runs 
thus, " Whosoever will." Who now will be 
so foolish as to stay away ? 

But let us consider, thirdly, more closely, 
THE Invitation. It is simply, "Come;** 
but what depth of meaning is there in that 
simple word! ^^Come^ for what? What do 
you feel you need ? Do you feel to want 
forgiveness ? Come, then, for pardon. You 
are a sinner, therefore come. In God's book 
all your sins are written down, and a long, 
dark catalogue it is. But Jesus has pardon ; 
therefore come for pardon, come for a new 
heart. Oh, there must be a great change in 
us before we can ever enter heaven. Is not 
the Sabbath to you a dull day, the Bible a 
dry book, religious conversation unpleasant, 
prayer a task ? But heaven is all Sabbath, all 
worship, all holiness. Heaven is happy becatise 
it is holy. Therefore you must have a new 
heart, or heaven would be no heaven for you. 

Come for happiness. I am sure you are not 
happy if you have not come. Tell me, is 
there not a void in your breast which this 
world cannot fill ? Come, then, for happiness. 
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Perhaps you ask, How are you to come ? 
Come by prayer. Come expecting an answer 
to prayer. 

Come in faith. Come as a sinner, just as 
you are, but believing Jesus can and toUl do 
for you all you need. 

" Come '* when ? Come whilst you are 
young. If you come not to Jesus when 
young, it is not likely you will ever come at 
aU. 

Come now. To-morrow may be too late. 
You may die without a moment's warning. 
** Now is the accepted time j now is the day 
of salvation." 

" Come " to whom ? Don't go to the world. 
Do not go to your teachers. Come straight 
to Jesus. He has the power to save ; He is 
willing to save. 

There is no salvation unless you do come. 
Oh, my dear young friends, there is a time 
coming when Jesus will say to some, " Come," 
but to others, "Go" — to some, "Come, ye 
blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom 
prepared for you from the foundation of the 
world ; " to others, " Depart, ye cursed, into 
everlasting fire, prepared (not for you) for the 
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devil and his angels." And if you do, you will 
go there in spite of your Saviour — ^in spite of 
the strivings of that blessed Spirit whose 
gracious influences you would not heed. 
Which shall be addressed to you ? 

Yes ; the same Jesus will pronounce these 
two words — " Come," in accents unutterably 
sweet ; " Go,** in accents unutterably terrific. 
It is a fearful thought that there is such a 
thing as the "wrath of the Lamb." But 
come to Jesus now, and you are safe. The 
invitation is yours to-day. " Come," He says 
to you. Come, that I may forgive you, make 
you holy, make you happy here, prepare yoa 
for heaven, and finally take you to glory. 
This is the invitation. 

We now reach our fourth consideration, 
"The Excuses." 

This is the only painful part of this inte- 
resting subject, but I should not be faithful if 
I passed it over without noticing it. Excuses 
are always bad, but when they con^e between 
Christ and the soul, they are sinful, and ought 
never to be pleaded. Let me beg, then, your 
more than usual attention whilst we examine 
into some of these excuses, with their causes. 
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expose tlieir weakness, and exhibit their sin- 
fulness and ingratitude towards God. Doubt- 
less every school contains not a few who have 
not yet accepted the Gospel invitation. The 
outward behaviour of many plainly proves 
it, whilst there are others whose heartAsLa- 
guage is, if not expressed by the lips, "I 
pray thee have me excused." 

Three excuses will be all we shall have 
time to consider on this occasion. The first 
is this, '^ I cannot come, for / am too young!* 
This is almost the universal excuse *of chil- 
dren. They say, " By-and-bye I will come, 
but I must enjoy life a little longer ; I must 
enjoy the pleasures of the world for a few 
years ; invite me then, and I will come, but I 
cannot come now." But in pleading this 
excuse you make two y^rj grave errors. The 
one is, you take it for granted that you can 
come whenever you like. This error has 
killed thousands of souls. You forget, when 
you thus excuse yourself, the awful sentence 
pronounced in the parable upon those who 
refused to come : " For I say unto you, that 
none of those that were bidden shall taste of 
my supper." Coming to Christ is to yield 

N 3 
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to the leadings of the H0I7 Spirit. Who can 
say He will ever strive with you again ? 
Grace neglected is grace forfeited. Oh, •* see 
that ye refuse not Him that calleth.** 

But in using this excuse you make another 
error. You presume that if you do come 
you must give up all enjoyment and hope 
of happiness. Now, this is a cruel slur 
upon Christ's religion. Religion was never 
designed to make our pleasures less^ and 
although it is true that it robs us of our 
sinful pleasures, it is equally true that if we 
come it will give us in exchange pleasures 
real, substantial, lasting, and " a peace which 
passeth understanding " — a peace which was 
unknown to us before. But I will put one or 
two questions to you, to show you the folly of 
this excuse. 

Let me ask you. Are you too young to 
€Ue ? You are obliged to answer, No ; for 
perhaps you call to mind your little brother 
or sister who was laid in the silent grave 
before he was as old as you. Are you too 
young to sin? If you know anything of 
your own heart, you must again say, ^* No, I 
am not too young to sin." I press you, then. 
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with this as a necessary consequence, you are 
not too young to perish. But Christ has 
died, and therefore you are not too young to 
come to Him for salvation. No ; blessed be 
God, you are not too young to be saved. 
Our text says to you, "Come; for all things 
are now ready." " It is not the will of your 
Heavenly Father that one of you little ones 
should perish." "All things are ready,** 
therefore come now. " Come I Come I '* 
And Oh I— 

" Did you but know the joy 
To hear the Saviour say, 
Thy sins are all forgiven, 
You would not stay away." 

A second excuse is, "I cannot come, for I ' 
am not worthy." 

" Ah ! then you are indeed ignorant of 
God's righteousness. You have too much 
pride, however humble you think yourself, to 
be beholden to God's free grace for all. Your 
way is to be godly that you may be justified. 
God's way is to justify you that you may be 
godly. Take God's way, abandon your excuse; 
you will find it to be the only way of peace." . 
The greatest of sinners are invited. God's 
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Word assures us that, there is not so much 
wretchedness in the sinful heart of man, as 
there is grace and goodness in the heart of 
Christ. Let me be as bad as I can be, there 
is no reason why I should not come to Christ 
for salvation. He puts none back. I do 
plead, then, with our wicked naughty scholars, 
who meet us Sabbath after Sabbath, still in 
their sins. I say. Here is an invitation for you 
to-day, it may be the last you will have. 
" Come; for all 'things are now ready." Do 
give up your sinful ways. You are not too 
wicked to come, if you will but come now; 
that is the only condition. Think for one 
moment, who it is that calls you, and may the 
thought melt your heart, and lead you to 
throw yourself prostrate before Him who is so 
gracious, so loving, so forgiving, as to invite 
you to come. " The invitation is * Whosoever 
will;' it cannot be plainer, and if you are not 
saved, it is plain you have -no wish for salva- 
tion, for if you have a will you have a war- 
rant." Never, never say, "I cannot come, for 
I am not worthy." 

The only other excuse I have time left to 
notice is this, '^ I have not yet made up my 
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mind.'' Then, my dear young friends, it is 
time yon had ! Nothing can be more dangerous 
than indecision. Think of the value of your 
soul ! Think of what you are losing by 
delay I You are cheating your sbul of heaven ! 
Have you ever said to yourself, " Yes, it is a 
serious matter, this, to have a soul, a soul that 
soon must be in heaven or hell. I must decide. 
True, I am young, and summer days are bright, 
and I am fond of pastime. But my sotilf 
How can I find cheerfulness in my work, or 
pleasure in my play as long as my soul is 
perishing; 'not made up my mind!' I must 
decide. I will arise, and go to my Father 
this very afternoon." Oh I my young friends, 
dearly beloved, you must decide. I cannot 
bear to leave you saying, ** I have not yet 
made up my mind." Tell me, convince me, 
that you are now fully resolved to come to 
Jesus, and I will plead with you no more. 
Say not you cannot come, say not you ivill not 
come, but come I Come now. Come before 
God says in his wrath, '' Thou shalt not taste 
of my supper." Forget not that the Master 
of the House will be angry if we refuse to 
come. He will be angry because of the im- 
mense expense He has been at to provide the 
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feast. "He spared not his onlj Son, but 
freely gave Him up for us all." He will be 
angry because of the pains He has taken to 
invite his guests. Prophet after prophet, 
messenger after messenger, ministers pleading, 
teachers pleading, but all to no purpose. Yes, 
He will be very angry. 

And now, what more can I say, to compel 
you to come in ? It shall be this. We will 
speak, lastly, of the banquet. And here I 
feel quite at a loss to describe it to you. I 
hope I know a little, by my own experience of 
its rich provisions, but I know also that I have 
not yet tasted one thousandth part of those good 
things " which Christ has prepared for those 
that love Him." This Gospel-feast represents 
to us not only all the riches of God's grace 
here, but those greater riches of glory yet to 
come. To attempt, then, a minute description 
would be presumptuous, but I may tell you 
as much as I know, and that is, there is a rich 
entertainment provided for you and me. The 
supplies are abundant, and we shall meet with 
good company. Jesus will preside ; yes, Jesus 
will be there, and his language will be to us, 
" £at, oh my friends ; drink, yea drink abun- 
dantly, oh my beloved." But I must be plain. 
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Salvation through Christ is the feast prepared 
for us. Now, this salvation sometimes appears 
so great, so wonderful a thing to be given to 
us, that we can scarcely believe it. "We are 
tempted by Satan to say, " What ! to have all 
my sins at once forgiven, to be made a child 
of God, and a joint-heir with Christ of eternal 
glory ; to be invited to be a guest at the table 
of Jesus, to partake of so rich a banquet ? It 
is too great, too good, too rich for me to re-^ 
ceive! Surely you must mock me!" No, 
dear young friends, we do not mock you, we 
love you too much for that. Only come, and 
you will find it true. Come, " taste and see 
that the Lord is gracious." Take your place 
as an empty, unworthy sinner, and be a debtor 
to God's grace, and all is yours. God delights 
to give to the unworthy. "He loves to raise 
the poor out of the dust, and the beggar from 
the dunghill, that he may set them among 
princes, and make them inherit the throne of 
his glory." Oh, take your Bible, see there 
what God has prepared ; take that precious 
volume which up to to-day has been so sadly 
neglected, read there for yourself the very 
words of Jesus himself, which we have taken 
for our text, and as you read, pray ; ^t2lj 
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earnestly this short prayer : " Gracious Father, 
I have stayed away too long ; I never could 
believe you invited me, but I do believe it to- 
day. I now desire to come ; do, then, help me 
to come, for Jesus Christ's sake. Amen.** 

Read very diligently your Bible, take the 
precepts of God's Word as your daily food; 
try and realise in your own happy experience 
what David felt, when he was able to say, 
** Thy word, O God, was found of me, and I 
did eat it, and it was unto me the joy and 
rejoicing of my heart." Then the hour of 
prayer will be the hour of refreshment also. 
Jesus will meet you in the act, and will fill 
you with joy unspeakable. You will be able 
to plead there the promises of God, those pre- 
cious promises God has made to his dear 
children, and thus your soul will be made fat; 
you will feast not only with Jesus, but upon 
Him, and your joyful heart will give expres- 
sion to its inward delight in some such hymn 
of praise as this : — 

'* Blest JesuB ! what delicious fare! 
How sweet thine entertainments are. 
Never did angels taste above 
Redeeming grace and dying lore !'* 
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Do you say, you will be obliged to give up 
your present companions if you come ? Never 
mind that, give them up if they are wicked ; 
they only keep you from Christ. You shall 
have others far more agreeable in exchange^ 
and you will then sing, with more meaning 
than you have hitherto done, these blissful 
words : — 

" Now with His saints I choose mj part, 
With them I come a welcome gaest, 
Here rest mj once divided heart 
In Him thy blissful portion rest." 

I think before we conclude, we must find 
time very briefly to gather one missionary 
thought from the narrative before us. The 
servants went out, and did as they were com* 
manded, and although numbers accepted the 
invitation, they were sent forth again to say^ 
" Gome, for yet there is room." This is the one 
simple message our missionaries deliver. They 
go to India, to Africa, to Greenland, and they 
say, ** Come to the Gospel feast; yet there is 
room — room for you in the heart of God the 
Father, room for you in the love, grace, mercy, 
and peace of God the Son, room in the teach- 
ings and influences of the Holy Spirit. Oh 1 

o 
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do come, for yet there is room.'' Children, 
have you come yourselves ? I hope you have. 
Then will you not help to send the ministers of 
the (rospel to others? Oh ! yes, I know yoa 
will ; you will like to meet these converts in 
heaven, where you may adcnre together the 
love of Jesus that called you, a white child, 
and they, hlack children, from a life of sin to 
his kingdom of glory. 

In conclusion. My beloved young friends, 
you have had addressed to you to-day the 
Gospel invitation. You have heard of the 
necessity of coming to Christ, and of the will- 
ingness of Christ to receive the coming sinner. 
You have heard of the end of those who will 
not come. It only remains for you to ask 
yourself this question, " Have I indeed come 
to Christ ? If you now refose, your judgment 
will be greater, and your condemnation more 
fearful. Perhaps you say, ''But I hope I 
have come." I hope you have; but examine a 
little^ lest you deceive yourself. If you have 
come, what have you come away from ? What 
have you left behind ? Have you left behind 
your darling sins, your vain pleasures, your 
equally vain and sinful companions? Tell 
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me from what you have come away. Have 
you been led to see anything in Jesus, to 
allure you away from the world to come to 
Him? 

And what have you found, now you have 
come ? Have you found pardon, rest, happi- 
ness ? Bmnember it was for that purpose 
Jesus came into the world. Remember that 
He has a heart of such love towards you and 
me as we cannot even conceive. You are 
his beloved children. Before the foundations 
of the world were laid He loved you ; because 
you had fallen, He came to die for you. Tour 
sins are all paid for, your debt is forgiven. 
Oh, show your love to Jesus for this, by 
coming and giving yourself up to his service. 
Come, and He will receive you. He will love 
you freely. He will blot out your sins. He 
will be your defender through life, your guide 
in death, and when you stand (as we all shaU 
stand) before his judgment seat, He will re- 
cognise you as one of his '^ little ones," and 
receive you into glory for ever. The one 
important question to be answered then is, 
Have I yet come ? Am I learning the 
heavenly language ? Am I cultivating celes- 

o 2 
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tial manners ? Am I practising lieavenlj 
songs ? Ask jourself then, Have I yet come ? 
If conscience answers, No I come at once ; if 
Yes, then jou are a happy child, for eternal 
joys will be yours if you continue to come, for 
soon you will be called into God's upper 
world, soon will be addressed to you these 
brief but expressive words, " Friend, come up 
higher," and you shall then celebrate that 
endless feast — the '^ marriage supper of the 
Lamb" — in God's temple above. Prepare, 
then, for that glorious banquet. Soon will 
Gx>d*s house be filled, and when that moment 
shall come that the last guest has arrived, the 
feast shall commence, — a feast that shall never 
end. May God grant that all of us who are 
assembled here to-day may meet one another 
there, for Jesus Christ's sake! Amen. 



THE TWO HEARTS. 

EZEEIEL XI. 19. 

" ltDiU take the atony heart out of their Jleshf 
and wUl give them an heart of fleshJ* 

As you have been instructed in Christianity 
from your early years, you are most of you 
prepared to admit that you are a sinner, and, 
as such, exposed to the wrath and curse of 
God, and that you must repent of sin, and 
believe in Christ as the only way of salvation. 
But the numbers who leave our Sunday- 
school without doing either one or the other, 
but too plainly prove that the knowledge of 
these truths does not affect their heart. 
And I have seriously asked myself this ques- 
tion, — Have I in my public teaching in the 
school sufficiently dwelt upon the necessity of 
a change of heart even for the youngest who 
hears my voice? Have I remembered to 

o 3 



150 THE TWO HEARTS. 

teach you what my Bible tells me is the state 
of the heart naturally of every child that is 
bom into the world, and whether I have 
with sufficient distinctness led you to feel 
that this change can only be effected by the 
Holy Spirit of God ? This, then, shall be 
my simple aim to-day, and may God the 
Holy Spirit condescend to use me as an humble 
instrument in making these solemn truths 
known to you, so that they may have a saving 
effect upon your soul ! 

It may be that I shall this afternoon tell 
some of you truths which you never thought 
of before — truths which will humble you to 
the very dust ; but they are truths which 
you must know before you can ever hope to 
get to heaven. I hope I have only to say 
this to enlist your best attention. I shall 
endeavour to show you what my Bible 
teaches that your hearts and mine are by 
nature, and then to show you what they may 
l>ecome by grace. There will be a dark side 
to my address and a bright side ; but we 
must fully believe all that we find on the 
dark side before we can ever hope to eiyoy 
the blessings of the bright side. 
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• 

I. My first inquiry is, — What is the state 
of the heart by nature of every child that is 
bom into the world ? And where am I to 
find an answer to this ? In the Bible. Oh, 
I would not dare venture to speak upon such 
a momentous truth without my Bible for a 
guide. I repeat the question, then, — What 
is the state of the heart before God has 
changed it ? The answer is, First, the natu- 
ral heart is '^ deceitful above all things and 
desperately wicked."* " Foolishness (that is, 
sin) is bound up even in the heart of a child." t 
" They go astray as soon as they be bom, 
speaking lies." j: In order to enable you to 
understand this, I must lead your minds back 
to the time when Adam was sinless in Eden, 
so that I may teach this important lesson, 
that when God created our first parents, 
Adam and Eve, He did not make them 
wicked ; they were then pure, upright, holy. 
*^ God created them in his own image," so 
that they loved what He loved, and that was 
holiness, and, as a consequence, they loved 
Him. But sin entered that happy abode ; 

• Jer. xvii. 9. f Proy. xxii. 15. 

X Psalm Iviii. 8. 
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it quenclied the fire of love which once 
burned brightly on the altar of their hearts, 
and now, alas ! '* the natural heart is at 
enmity against God." 

My dear young friends, this is indeed a 
hard saying, but it is painfully true ; and I 
am bound in faithfulness to say to-day to 
each one of you, that your heart, unless 
changed by the Holy Spirit of Grod, actually 
and really hates Grod : and instead of loving 
Godf what does it love ? Why, it loves the 
only thing that God hates, and that is sin ; 
takes pleasure in doing the very things that 
grieve and offend a holy God. Yes, on the 
heart of the least and the youngest in this 
room there are dark, black spots to be seen 
by the eye of God, — deep sin-stains which 
nothing but the precious blood of Jesus shed 
on Calvary's cross can wash out. If David, 
that holy man, the man after God's own 
heart, if he had need to pray — " Create in 
me a clean heart, God,'' oh, how much 
more need have we, who have so little of 
David's spirit ! 

But, secondly, it is called in our text a 
stont/ heart. You will understand this better 
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if we inquire, What are the peculiar proper- 
ties of a stone ? and the answer will give us 
three heads under our second division. 

First, a stone is hardy — striking emblem of 
the natural heart I It has been beautifully 
remarked, — " Fire melts wax, but not stone ; 
water softens claj, but not stone ; a hammer 
bends the stubborn iron, but not stone." Let 
me read you an extract out of the life of 
that gallant soldier, Hedley Vicars, in which 
he most graphically describes this hardness 
of his heart by nature, and what it becomes 
by grace ; and may God give you grace to 
feel to-day, by his Holy Spirit, something of 
the same feeling that this courageous soldier 
felt who so bravely fell at the siege of Sebas- 
topoL He says, speaking of his natural 
heart, — 

*" Notwithstanding the advantages of Chris- 
tian parents and the stings of conscience, I 
lived for many years in forgetfulness of God ; 
but that God who might so justly have cut 
me off in the full career of rebellion opened 
my eyes, and that hard, stubborn heart of 
mine, which neither the terrors of hell could 
deter nor the wrath of God restrain from 
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recklessly pursaing the path of destruction, 
He softened (here was the inflaence of the 
Holy Spirit) — He softened and changed, by 
showing me the love and tenderness I was 
despising and trampling under feet." 

He felt what we must feel if ever we hope 
to go where he has gone. He felt how hard 
his heart was by nature, and that it must be 
softened by the dews of God's Holy Spirit 
before he could enter heaven. Yes, a stone 
is hard. 

Secondly, a stone is cold. It is a common 
saying, ^'As cold as a stone," — apt emblem 
this also of the natural heart. But what 
stone is so cold (it has been powerfully 
asked) as that cold heart within your breast ? 
Our blessed Saviour had many a cold lodging 
on this ungrateful earth. His bed was often 
the open field, his hair was often wet wfth 
the dews of night, and his weary frame often 
found sleep on the hard benches of a fisher^s 
boat ; yet on these He lay not on so cold a 
bed as He would find in the dark chambers 
of a natural heart. Tell me, my dear chil- 
dren, how is it with some of you, that whilst I 
speak of these solemn truths you care not to 
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listen to what I have to say ? Is it not the 
coldness of your heart that will not let you 
listen? The warm breathings of the Holy 
Spirit are chilled by its icy cold, — ^yes, a 
stone is cold. 

And, thirdly, a stone is heavy, dull, and 
dead. Throw a stone towards heaven, will 
it continue to go upwards till it reaches 
there ? Oh, no, it soon, as you know, reaches 
earth's level again. And how like the unre- 
newed heart this ! Let me draw a picture. 
Sunday comes, with all its hallowed exer- 
cises, — the services of our Church, the exer- 
cises of the Sunday-school, the hymn is sung, 
the prayer is offered, the address delivered, 
and it may be that you are feeling at this 
very moment convinced of the truth of what 
I have said, or you are beginning to feel, — 
** Well, there is after all something very de- 
lightful in these exercises," or perhaps it has 
created in your breaat a feeKng of uneasiness 
as you think of your naughty ways; but 
then, if you do not lift up your heart in silent 
prayer for a change of heart, you do not go 
far enough ; and then no wonder when Mon- 
day cojnes and you go to work, or you go to 
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school, the influence of the Sunday's employ- 
ments has passed away. Tuesday follows, 
finding you as cold as the Saturday left you, 
the fervour of the Sunday has heen exchanged 
for the coldness and deadness you felt hefore, 
and thus the week comes and goes without 
seeing any real change of heart ; your mind 
has heen convinced, but your heart has not 
been converted, you have not "become a new 
creature in Christ Jesus." Your heart re- 
mains cold as a lifeless statue ; speak to it, 
it returns no answer ; weep to it, it sheds no 
tears. Nothing willf nothing can warm it, 
except God takes it away and gives you a 
warm heart — a heart of flesh. But you must 
ash Him to do this ; you must go to Him in 
prayer. Be persuaded to put up this prayer 
at once, now, yes now, whilst I speak lift up 
the silent prayer with me, — " Create in me a 
clean heart, O God, and put a right spirit 
within me." 

Thirdly and lastly under this first part of 
our subject. The natural heart never can go 
to heaven. We want you first to feel this for 
yourselves ; we wish you also to see in it a 
motive to missionary zeal towards pthers« 
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Bemembery heaven is a prepared place for a 
prepared people, and no heart ever can enter 
there that has not been washed by the blood 
of Christ, and sanctified and made holy by 
the Holy Spirit. How important, then, to 
ask, "Is my heart in a state of nature? 
Does it answer the description just given ?'* 
Do not shrink from the inquiry. It mtist be 
made by you one day, — it may be made now 
with salvation to your souls. 

II. I now turn, in the second part of my 
subject, to show you what your heart may 
become by grace. 

What a miserable afternoon would this be 
if we had nothing to talk over but our 
natural condition, as guilty, lost, ruined 
sinners, to speak about nothing but our sins, 
without a Saviour able and willing to pardon 
them I But, blessed be God I I have to tell 
you to-day of the Saviour's love in dying for 
sinners, and of the Holy Spirit's power to apply 
the benefits of that death in changing and 
sanctifying the heart. I turn, then, with 
pleasure to endeavour to show the distin* 
guishing marks of the changed heart, which 
is called in our text " the heart of fiesh,*' in 

p 
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order that you may answer to yourselves this 
question, — ^'Does my heart at the present 
moment answer the description bf the natural 
heart, the stony heart, or the changed heart 
—the heart of flesh?" 

First, then, the heart of flesh is a repentant 
heart. The heart of flesh is the very opposite 
to what the natural heart is, — the opposite to 
unholy, the opposite to hard, to cold, heavy, 
dead. It hates what once it loved. It has 
new desires, new hopes, new fears. It loves 
what once it did not care about ; yes, it now 
loves God, holiness, heaven. It grieves over 
its past neglect, it forsakes its former sins 
and tries to please God. 

Again, it is a broken heart, it is a tender 
heart. Truths which once failed to interest 
now are deeply interesting. It is *^a wise 
and an understanding heart ;" it is a large 
heart; it so no longer selfish ; it feels for the 
wants of others ; it longs to show its love to 
its Saviour who died for it, and to the Holy 
Spirit who sanctifies it, by doing all that it 
can to make known to others the joys it 
experiences itself. It becomes a lomftg heart; 
it pities the poor heathen who have never 



THB TWO HEABTS. 159 

heard of the love of the SaTiour, and thus 
becomes a missionary heart. It is a praying 
heart ; prajer is its delight, its priyil^e, its 
constant exercise. It becomes a Bible^loving 
heart; its sacred pages are its constant, daily 
study ; each time it opens them it sees new 
beauties in them, fresh springs of instruction 
and enjoyment. It becomes a ScMaih-hving 
heart; the blessed hours of the Sabbath are 
precious moments of spiritual joy ; it regards 
the Lord's-day as " the pearl of days," " the 
best of all the seven." Such, dear children, 
and much more than this, is the converted, 
the changed heart. Do you know anything 
of it in your own happy experience ? 

I proceed, lastly, to say that this heart may 
become yours^ but it must be the worh of the 
Holy Spirit in answer to prayer^ Your 
teachers hope, as I hope, that many will go 
forth into life firom this school having a 
changed heart. But if so it must be the 
work of the Holy Spirit of Grod* We may 
and do labour to print the name of Jesus 
upon your minds and memories ; we must 
leave it to the Holy Spirit to impress it upon 
your hearts and affections. We therefore 

p 2 
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commend jou to the guidance of God's good 
Spirit. We plead with you to-day, " Grieve 
not the Spirit" by resisting His influences 
any more. Throw yourself at the feet of the 
blessed Saviour ; tell Him you are sinful and 
undone, but that you will in his strength 
despise Him no more. Plead with Him in 
your bed-room this night, where no eye can 
see except His, no ear can hear but His, to 
give you the influences of his Holy Spirit to 
create in you a clean heart, and continue to 
plead until you hear Him say. Son, daughter, 
*' Go in peace ; tht/ sins are forgiven thee." 

Feel assured that you are not too young, 
not too despised, not too unknown to be the 
objects of Divine love, the subject of this 
renewing grace. Jesus invites you himself 
to come. He has room for you in his king- 
dom. He has work for you to do on earth. 
He wishes you to be '* ministering children," 
to help forward in spreading the knowledge of 
his truth amongst the nations of the earth ; 
and if you work with Him and for Him in 
his kingdom of grace. He mil make room for 
you in his kingdom of glory. I said, the 
natural heart never can go to heaven, but the 
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renewed, converted, saved heart can, and God 
will welcome even children with outstretched 
arms into his kingdom above. There is room 
in heaven for jou all, for us all ; why should 
not we aU meet there ? Infant voices are as 
needful for the harmonj of the temple above^ 
as for the temple below. 

Accept, then, the offer of salvation made to 
JOU in the mercy of God to-day; it is made to 
you free, ** without money and without price.** 
Open the door of your heart and admit the 
Saviour. God is my witness that I long to 
meet you in heaven, but this never can be 
unless you give up your hearts entirely to 
Him. Oh ! do this, and your teachers will 
rejoice over you; do this, and angels will 
chant an anthem over .you. Do this, and 
God the Father wiU welcome you, as a lost 
child to his bosom, the blessed Saviour will 
regard you with tenderest affection and love, 
and God the Holy Spirit will make your 
body the temple of his residence, and thus 
** old things will have passed away, all things 
will have become new ;" and when God shall 
think fit to call you to himself, you will gladly 
obey the summons, for you will exchange earth 
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for hearen, sorrow for joy; your changed, saved 
spirit will mount to the Paradise above, and 
there waitf until the happy morning of the 
resurrection, when your now vile body shall 
cUso be changed, and made like unto the glo- 
rious body of the blessed Jesus himself, and 
your soul and body ^* shal^ be for ever with 
i^ Lord." 



THE CHILD SAMUEL. 

I Samuel n. 26. 

*^ And the child Samuel grew on^ and wets in 
favour both with the Lordy and also with 
men!* 

My Deab Young Friends, — I hope you 
«re pleased that I have chosen for our subject 
to-daj the history of Samuel. 

It is indeed a deeply interesting one, and 
you should feel very thankful to God that He 
has been pleased to write in his Holy Book, 
your Bible, the history of so good a child for 
your example ; because, if we only heard of 
his piety a^ a man, you might be tempted to 
feel discouraged, and perhaps to say, " Oh, I 
should like to be as good as he was, but I am 
afraid I cannot, for he was a man, and I am 
but a little child.** But happily this is not 
the case* We have many bright and cheering 
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examples of good children in the Bible. We 
can read there of Joseph, of Josiah, of 
David, and of Obadiah, in the Old Testa- 
ment, and of Timothy in the New ; and in 
the history before us we shaU have to tell, not 
of what Samuel was and did as a many but 
what he was and did a^ a child. And may 
God, dear children, who alone can give effect 
to the words I shall speak, be present with us 
now, and enable me so to address you, and 
enable you so to listen, that you may feel 
your young hearts so stirred up by his 
example as to cause you to love Grod, who 
loved Samuel so much, and did so much for 
him, and who now loves you as much, and is 
willing to do as much for you. 

We will take up the history of Samuel 
almost from the time of his birth, and shall 
follow him through the early years of his life. 
We shall speak of him when he was no older 
than the youngest before me, and shall watch 
him as he passes from the infant to the child, 
from the child to the youth, and from the 
youth to the young man. It may be inte- 
resting to you to mention that he had been 
prayed for before he was born. He was truly 
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"the child of prayer." His pious mother^ 
Hannah, wished to have a son whom she 
might dedicate to the Lord for ever, and the 
Lord granted her request when Samuel was 
bom; and can you not imagine with what 
holy joy that godly mother must have looked 
upon her son when she found her best hopes 
realized, her most earnest prayers answered, 
in her son showing, even in his infancy^ indi- 
cations of religious feeling which afterwards 
manifested themselves in so remarkable a 
manner ? 

For you wiU see by reference to the 24th 
verse that it was at the time when his mother 
had weaned him, and had taken him up to the 
temple of the Lord to leave him there, that 
the short but encouraging announcement is 
made, ^^And Samuel worshipped the Lord 
there:* 

We wiU consider this as the first division 
of our subject, — Samuel worshipping the 
Lord. 

Here was the first dawning of grace in 
this dear child's soul that is recorded, — " He 
worshipped the Lord there ; " that is, he said 
his prayers. Now, is not this the first 
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thought that comes into jour mind upon 
reading this verse, that we never can be too 
young to he religious f 

And, let me ask jou, had this picture of 
the infant Samuel no parallel in your case, 
mj dear joung friends, when you were his 
age? I belieye with manj amongst you it 
had. Let me take our elder scholars back in 
memory a few jears, to a time which I dare 
say jou may not have quite forgotten — ^the 
time when you were very little children — 
when you were taught to put your tiny hands 
ti^ether and to ''say your prayers." You 
recollect the time, do you not? Tell me, 
were not almost the first words your infant 
lips were taught to lisp in prayer, "Oar 
Father which art in heaven, haUowed be thy 
name"? Oh, they were real prayers you 
uttered then, I believe, acceptable to Him 
whose ears are always open to prayer. Are 
your prayers as real now? It is a useful 
question. 

Yes, the infant Samuel prayed. And who, 
think you, taught him to pray ? It was his 
mother. Shall I do wrong in asking you 
where was it you learned your first prayer ? 
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Was it not on your mother's knee? Are 
there none here to-daj who can join in those 
touching words we most of us remember ? — 

** Who taught my infant lips to pray. 
And lore Gk)d'B Holy Book and day, 
And walk in wisdom's pleasant way ? 

My Mother." 

Yes; I can see there are some. I have 
touched a tender chord in your bosom, and as 
memory recalls those days of your infancy 
which you had almost forgotten, your heart is 
now throbbing with emotion at the recol- 
lection of the holy teaching of your pious 
mother, and perhaps you sigh for the com- 
parative innocence and purity of your then 
infant life. It is well if such is the case. 
Bemember, one of God's best gifts to us is to 
have a godly mother ; but, oh ! it brings with 
it its responsibilities. Let those of us who, 
like Samuel, were early taught to pray by a 
pious parent, take care, now that we have 
passed from infancy to childhood or youth, 
that we forget not to continue the habit of 
prayer. 

But we must not linger longer here. We 
pass on, therefore, to the second chapter. 
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which opens with that devout song of thanks- 
giving which the pious Hannah poured forth 
concerning Samuel. Her first exclamation is, 
" Mj heart rejoiceth in the Lord." 

I remarked just now what a blessed thing 
it is to have a pious mother ; may I not add 
to this> what a blessing it must be to such a 
parent to have a godly child ? 

How full of joy was Hannah's heart as she 
looked upon her child Samuel — so full that it 
burst forth in grateful praise to Him who had 
given her such a son : — " My heart rejoiceth 
in the Lord." 

Children, can your parents thus rejoice in 
youf May we, your teachers, say con- 
cerning yoUy "My heart rejoiceth in the 
Lord " ? 

But this chapter brings before us another 
picture. It represents to us another parent, 
not rejoicingy but weeping and grieving over 
his sons. It is the aged Eli mourning over 
the sins of his two sons. The contrast is 
great, indeed I His language is not, " My 
heart rejoiceth in the Lord," but this was his 
mournful cry, "Why do ye such things, 
for I hear of your evil dealings by all this 
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people ? Nay, my sons, for it is no good 
report that I hear. Ye make the Lord's 
people to transgress." 

Such a contrast we have in our school to- 
day. / cannot point the finger and say, — 
** Behold a Samuel or behold a Hophni," but 
" God, who knoweth the heart," can. He 
knows whether you are a joy or a grief to 
your parents. I do hope we have some like 
Samuel in the school, but we know there arc 
many who have nothing of Samuel's spirit. 

We have thus far spoken of Samuel under 
our first head, as worshipping the Lord. 

We will speak, secondly, of Samuel minis- 
tering BEFORE THE LoRD, as shown to US in 
the 18th verse, — "But Samuel ministered 
before the Lord, being a child.** Here is an 
advance. Does not this teach that there is 
no standing still in religion f that " the path 
of the just is as a shining light, which shineth 
more and more unto the perfect day *' ? 

Thus was it with Samuel. 

" He ministered before the Lord,** Four 
several times is he favourably mentioned in 
this chapter. " He ministered ** — that is, he 
learnt his catechism, and was constant in his 

Q 
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devotionsy soon learnt to read, and took a 
pleasure in the book of the law, and thus 
''he ministered before the Lord." Perhaps 
he attended immediatelj on Eli*s person, was 
ready to him to fetch and to bring as he had 
occasion, and that is here called ** ministering 
to the Lord." 

*' Some little services perhaps he was em- 
ployed in about the altar. He could light a 
candle, or hold a dish, or run on an errand, 
or shut a door ; and because he did this with 
a pious disposition of mind, it is called 
^ministering to the Lord,' and great notice 
is taken of it. After a while he did his work 
so well that £li appointed that he should 
minister with a linen ephod (although he was 
not yet a priest), because he saw God was 
with him." 

Thus did Samuel. Are we anything like 
him ? What have we done for God ? Are 
we " ministering *' children ? Have we ever 
tried to be useful? Can it be said of us, 
^' She hath done what she could " ? K so, 
then we may hope that we have something of 
Samuel's spirit; if so, then we may hope 
that in Samuel's history we may read our 
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own, and thus we maj hope for Samuel's 
reward. And what was that ? Let me read 
to you our text as my reply: — ''And the 
child Samuel grew on, and was in favour 
hoth with the Lord and also with men." 
What more could be wished for than 
this ? The favour of God and man ! There 
must have been something very lovely in 
Samuel to secure such ''favour" as this. Is 
our religion so attractive ? It might be. 
But f9 it ? I give you good counsel when I 
say that the surest way of growing in favour 
wvth man is to seek by all the means in your 
power to grow in favour with God, 

Oh I it is indeed a lovely sight to see a 
godly child — a sight that even the most 
hardened in sin cannot look at unmoved. 
Many a full-grown man who has sinned 
for years has been brought to serious thought 
by the attractive influence of a godly child. 
Seek to possess this influaice, and, although 
you may be unconscious of its exercise, it 
tpUl teach its lesson; and who can tell but 
that some sin-soiled soul, as he looks upon 
[^ you and sees your gentle, godly ways, your 

^ simple piety, your earnest effort to be (i 
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ministering child, may be prepared to receive 
the teaching of your holy example, and whilst 
the feeling of his heart shall be, " Oh, what 
would I not give if I were as innocent as 
that little child," God's good Spirit may 
enable him to turn the wish into a prayer, 
and his heart, now so deeply stained with 
sin, may be washed in that precious '' blood 
of Jesus Christ that cleanses from all sin," 
and, like Naaman, may become clean again, 
" as the flesh of a little child." 

We have now to pass on to the 3d chapter, 
which will supply us with our third division, 
as we notice Samuel's call to be a prophet 
OF THE Lord. 

The chapter commences thus : — 
^'And the child Samuel ministered unto 
the Lord before Eli: and the word of the 
Lord was precious in those days : there was 
no open vision. And it came to pass, at that 
time, when Eli was laid down in his place, 
and his eyes began to wax dim, that he could 
not see ; and ere the lamp of God went out 
in the temple of the Lord, where the ark of 
God was, and Samuel was laid down to sleep, 
that the Lord called Samuel: and he an* 
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swered, Here am I. And he ran unto Eli, 
and said. Here am I; for thou calledst me. 
And he said, I called not; lie down again. 
And he went and laj down. And the Lord 
called jet again, Samuel. And Samuel arose 
and went to Eli, and said, Here am I, for 
thou didst call me. And he answered, I 
called not, my son; lie down again. Now 
Samuel did not jet know the Lord, neither 
was the word of the Lord jet revealed unto 
him. And the Lord called Samuel again the 
third time. And he arose, and went to Eli, 
and said. Here am I ; for thou didst call me. 
And Eli perceived that the Lord had called 
the child. Therefore Eli said unto Samuel, 
Go, lie down : and it shall be, if he call thee, 
that thou shalt saj. Speak, Lord, for thj 
servant heareth. So Samuel went and laj 
down in his place. And the Lord came, and 
stood, and called as at other times, Samuel, 
Samuel. Then Samuel answered. Speak; 
for thj servant heareth." 

This suggests to us two useful thoughts. 
It shows us how readj Samuel was to wait 
upon Eli, and how obedient to his wish in 
everjthing; whilst it also points out to us 

Q 3 
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Iiow very ignorant Samuel still was, and how 
much he had yet to learn. He did not yet 
know it was the Lord that called him. Has 
not this been the case with some of you ? 
God has been calling you ; some of you have 
heard the voice, but you did not know it was 
the Lord's. You have heard a gentle, per- 
suading voice saying to you, *^ This is the 
way, walk ye in it ;" inviting you away from 
your sinful pleasures to holy enjoyments, 
saying, '* Come with us, and we will do you 
good ;" but, like Samuel, you did not at first 
recognise the voice. God calls again, — calls 
by his Word, by his providence, by his ser- 
vants, your teachers, but you have only heard 
in it the teacher's voice, and nothing more, 
and not the voice of God : so great has been 
your ignorance. 

But if in Samuel's ignorance we see our 
own, may we not also learn from him a lesson 
of wisdom ? When Samuel heard the voice 
what did he do ? He listened; yea, he did 
more than this, he answered. Then it was 
that the Lord made Himself known to 
Samuel. 

Dear children, God is calling to you to-day 
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and every day. Do you listen to Him ? He 
calls you in every verse you read in your 
Bible. In every address you hear, in every 
entreaty your teacher makes to you, are you 
listening ? And what answer do you make ? 
Do you say, " Speak, Lord, for thy servant 
heareth" ? If so, then God will speak more 
clearly to you than before. His will be a 
voice with which you will soon become 
familiar, and although at first it may have 
filled you with fear, it will not do so now ; it 
will be to you the voice of love. 

And now let me, in the last place, lead 
your thoughts from Samuel to Jesus, whilst 
I affectionately urge you to imitate Him in 
all you do, and think, and say. I dare say it 
may already have occurred to some of you 
that the words of our text are very like 
those which were spoken of Jesus by Saint 
Luke, when he wrote, ** And Jesus increased 
in wisdom and stature, and in favour with 
God and man."* 

This is spoken of his human nature. Li 
the perfections of his Divine nature there 
could be no increase. When we read, there- 

* Luke ii. 62. 
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fore, that '^ Jesns increased in wisdom and 
stature," it means that as his bodj increased 
in size, so did his soul increase in wisdom 
and in all the endowments of a human souL 
And here He has left us an example that we 
should learn to follow Him in this respect. 
We should learn thus to be like Him. We 
may look to Jesus as a perfect example, and 
learn to imitate Him in all He did and said, 
without making one mistake. We cannot 
follow his example too closely. Not one 
word did He ever speak that He could wish 
He had not uttered ; no single act of his that 
could be regretted. His thoughts were the 
purest and the kindest. Do we not well, 
then, when we point you to Jesus as your 
Great Example ? We could not say as much 
of Samuel, or Joseph, or Timothy, good and 
holy children as they were. They sometimes 
(yea, how often !) fell into sin ; and when we 
turn to their histories for instruction for you, 
it is that you may learn the secret of their 
holy living, — may learn where they obtained 
their supplies of grace enabling them to live 
such holy lives, so that you may feel encou- 
raged to go to the same Source yourself. 
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Remember that these bolj children of the 
Bible did not become so trnthout help ; nor 
can tfou hope to be like them without the aid 
of God's Holy Spirit in answer to prayer. 
Oh I pray then, my dear yonng friends, 
pray to God to send his Holy Spirit into 
your hearts ; and when He shall have gra- 
ciously descended and put good thoughts 
into your minds, and given you the desire 
to be one of God's good children, do not 
let Him depart again, but encourage that 
good Spirit to remain with you, by yielding 
yourselves to His godly motions, by following 
where He shall lead, by obeying what He 
shall teach ; and you will find that He vnll 
come and dwell in your hearts, and will keep 
out those sinful thoughts and desires which 
otherwise would have entered, and would 
have rendered you unfit to be called a child 
of God. 

Such is the instruction we would give you 
when considering such histories as these. 
And whilst we would say to you, that yoa 
should read these deeply-interesting and in- 
structive narratives with thankfulness that 
God enabled them to love and serve Him ao 
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much, and whilst you should earnestly desire 
that jour youthful hearts maybe stimulated to 
holy zeal by their good example, we would 
also say, Look to Jesus above and beyond all 
these for an Example, a Pattern, and a Guide. 
Live and walk close with Jesus. View His 
example continually. Let all your wishes, 
thoughts, and desires, have reference to Him, 
and thus we may hope that what was said of 
Samuel may be said of us. We may " grow 
on in favour with God and also with man,* 
growing in grace, in heavenly wisdom, in 
meetness for heaven; reflecting the Divine 
Image more and more; becoming more like 
to our Divine Model — ^to Jesus, our Grreat 
Exemplar; daily ripening in dispositions, in 
tastes, and in earnest longings for heaven, 
until at last God shall call us away, as He 
called Samuel, from earth's busy scenes, to 
spend with Him a long, a holy, and a happy 
eternity in heaven* 

That this may be your happy experience 
and mine, my dear young friends, may the 
Lord grant, for Jesus Christ's sake ! Amen. 
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BOOKS FOR CHILDREN. 



At Poorpenee. 

Blind Girl of the McTor : A Shepherd's Child. 

Blind Clergyman and his Little Guide. 

Charlie Gtilhert ; or, Try Again. 

Guthered Primroses. By Ber. S. W. Winter. 

First Lent Lilies. A Taie for Children. 

Last Birthday : a Family Sketch for Children. 

Lessons of Wisdom on a Nosegay. 

Light at Evening Time. By a Sunday-school Teacher. 

Little Captiye Maid, and G-lad Tidings for her Suffering 

Master. 
Living Waters by the Pilgrim's Path. A Tale for the 

Young. 
Murmurer Conyinoed; showing that *'Qt)dlines8 with 

Contentment is great gain." 
Bough Bhymes for Farmers' Boys. 
The Chreat City, its King and People. An Allegory. By 

Ber. W. Mallinson. 

By the same, 
The Churchyard ; a Vision. With Engraving. 

Timothy and his Testament. With Engravings. 
Tribute to the Memory of Thomas Beckwith, a Christ's 

Hospital Boy. 
True Story about a New Testament. 
Two Yisits. A True Story, addressed to Sunday Scholars. 

Air AflSOBTEB Packet, containing 13 Books, 3«. 6d, 



At Blzpence. 

African Slave Boy. A Memoir of Bev. Samuel Crowther, 

Missionary at Abbeokuta. 
Aphorisms; or. Hints for Befleotion for each Day 

throughout the Tear. 
Blind Qeorge, the Lish Schoolmaster. A True Namtiye. 



BOOKS FOR CHILDREN. 

Bible in the Kitchen. 

Book for Young Women. By the Wife of a dergyman. 

By the same, 
Books for Wives and Mothers. 

Bridget Sulliyan ; or, the Cup without a Handle. 

Castle and HoyeL 

Charlotte Elizabeth: A Short Memoir. With an En- 
graying. 

Children's Beward Books. In Packets. 

Coach Companion : a True Stoiy. 

Fanny, the Flower Girl. With an Engraying. 

Fisherman (The). 

Fruits of Faith ; or, the Power of Beligion exemplified in 
the Life of Barbara. 

Giuseppe, the Italian Boy. With Engrayings. 

Highland Glen; or, Plenty and Famine. By Matilda 
Wrench. 

Hot Com ! Hot Com ! The Stoiy of Little Ejity, &o. 

Illustrated Beward Cards for Schools. First, Second, and 
Third Series. 

Keepsake for a Young Servant. 

Lambs of Jesus' Fold. 

Laura Bridgman : a Short Account of a Blind, Deaf, and 
Dumb GirL With Brief Notes of three other Blind 
Mutes. 

Little Christian's Sunday Alphabet. By a Lady. With 
Twenty-nine Engravings. 

Little Sunday Book. First Series. 

— — Second Series. 

MissionaiT Stories. 

Philip and Susan ; or, Twenty Years ago. A true Narra- 
tive. 

Bemarkable Boys. First Series. 

-^^— — Second Series. 

Saved in the Lord ; A Memoir of A. W. B. By his Sister. 

Seligmann and Nathan. Two Authentic Narratives. 

Tender Grass for Christ's Lambs. 

Thirza : or, the Attractive Power of the Cross. 

Unde William's Stories about Sailors, Soldiers, War, and 
Providenoe. 



